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Modern science historians have typically treated the sciences of the ancient Near East as separate from historical and
cultural considerations. At the same time, biblical scholars, dominated by theological concerns, have historically
understood the Israelite god as separate from the natural world. Cooley’s study, bringing to bear contemporary models
of science history on the one hand and biblical studies on the other hand, seeks to bridge a gap created by 20th-century
scholarship in our understanding of ancient Near Eastern cultures by investigating the ways in which ancient authors
incorporated their cultures’ celestial speculation in narrative. In the literature of ancient Iraq, celestial divination is
displayed quite prominently in important works such as Enuma Eliš and Erra and Išum. In ancient Ugarit as well, the sky
was observed for devotional reasons, and astral deities play important roles in stories such as the Baal Cycle and Shahar
and Shalim. Even though the veneration of astral deities was rejected by biblical authors, in the literature of ancient Israel
the Sun, Moon, and stars are often depicted as active, conscious agents. In texts such as Genesis 1, Joshua 10, Judges
5, and Job 38, these celestial characters, these “sons of God,” are living, dynamic members of Yahweh’s royal
entourage, willfully performing courtly, martial, and calendrical roles for their sovereign. The synthesis offered by this
book, the first of its kind since the demise of the pan-Babylonianist school more than a century ago, is about ancient
science in ancient Near Eastern literature.
The nightly appearance of the stars, their arrangement in the sky, their regular risings and settings through the course of
the year, have been a source of endless wonder and speculation. But where did the constellations come from and what
are the myths associated with them? Star Myths of the Greeks and Romans is the most comprehensive work ever
published on the forty-eight classical constellations. Included in this handbook are the only surviving works on the
constellation myths that have come down to us from antiquity: an epitome of The Constellations of Eratosthenes --never
before translated into English -- and The Poetic Astronomy of Hyginus. Also provided are accurate and detailed
commentaries on each constellation myth, and complete references for those who wish to dig deeper. This book is a
comprehensive sourcework for anyone interested in astronomy or mythology -- and an ideal resource for the occasional
stargazer.
Accessible and authoritative account of Babylon the city at the heart of one of the world's great civilisations.
Poetic Astronomy in the Ancient Near EastThe Reflexes of Celestial Science in Ancient Mesopotamian, Ugaritic, and
Israelite NarrativeHistory, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant
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A Sourcebook
The New Science of Giambattista Vico
Astronomy, Cosmology, and Gender in the Post-Darwinian World
Josiah's Festival Scroll for the Fall of Assyria
Between Ritual Tradition, Creativity and Emotionality
Zodiac Calendars in the Dead Sea Scrolls and Their Reception
History of Astronomy
This is the first English-language monograph on Marcus Manilius, a Roman poet of the first century
AD, whose Astronomica is our earliest extant comprehensive treatment of astrology. Katharina Volk
brings Manilius and his world alive for modern readers by exploring the manifold intellectual
traditions that have gone into shaping the Astronomica: ancient astronomy and cosmology, the history
and practice of astrology, the historical and political situation at the poem's composition, the poetic
and generic conventions that inform it, and the philosophical underpinnings of Manilius' world-view.
What emerges is a panoroma of the cultural imagination of the Early Empire, a fascinating picture of
the ways in which educated Greeks and Romans were accustomed to think and speak about the
cosmos and man's place in it.
The Routledge Encyclopedia of Ancient Mediterranean Religions is the first comprehensive singlevolume reference work offering authoritative coverage of ancient religions in the Mediterranean
world. Chronologically, the volume’s scope extends from pre-historical antiquity in the third
millennium B.C.E. through the rise of Islam in the seventh century C.E. An interdisciplinary approach
draws out the common issues and elements between and among religious traditions in the
Mediterranean basin. Key features of the volume include: Detailed maps of the Mediterranean World,
ancient Egypt, the Roman Empire, and the Hellenistic World A comprehensive timeline of major
events, innovations, and individuals, divided by region to provide both a diachronic and panMediterranean, synchronic view A broad geographical range including western Asia, northern Africa,
and southern Europe This encyclopedia will serve as a key point of reference for all students and
scholars interested in ancient Mediterranean culture and society.
"This book examines the innovations of the ancient philosopher Aratus in the field of
astronomy"--Provided by publisher.
Modern science historians have typically treated the sciences of the ancient Near East as separate
from historical and cultural considerations. At the same time, biblical scholars, dominated by
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theological concerns, have historically understood the Israelite god as separate from the natural
world. Cooley's study, bringing to bear contemporary models of science history on the one hand and
biblical studies on the other hand, seeks to bridge a gap created by 20th-century scholarship in our
understanding of ancient Near Eastern cultures by investigating the ways in which ancient authors
incorporated their cultures' celestial speculation in narrative. In the literature of ancient Iraq,
celestial divination is displayed quite prominently in important works such as Enuma Elis and Erra
and Isum. In ancient Ugarit as well, the sky was observed for devotional reasons, and astral deities
play important roles in stories such as the Baal Cycle and Shahar and Shalim. Even though the
veneration of astral deities was rejected by biblical authors, in the literature of ancient Israel the Sun,
Moon, and stars are often depicted as active, conscious agents. In texts such as Genesis 1, Joshua 10,
Judges 5, and Job 38, these celestial characters, these "sons of God," are living, dynamic members of
Yahweh's royal entourage, willfully performing courtly, martial, and calendrical roles for their
sovereign. The synthesis offered by this book, the first of its kind since the demise of the panBabylonianist school more than a century ago, is about ancient science in ancient Near Eastern
literature.
Routledge Encyclopedia of Ancient Mediterranean Religions
Down to the Hour: Short Time in the Ancient Mediterranean and Near East
Telling Failures
Astronomical Knowledge Transmission Through Illustrated Aratea Manuscripts
The City of Babylon
The Master's Dissertation of Cometan
Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition

Cultural Contact explores adaptation, resistance and reciprocity in Axial-Age Mediterranean exchange, a discussion begun in
antiquity. Real progress requires relearning the Mediterranean as a historical system. These essays illustrate the problems such
study must overcome.
This revelatory new translation of Job by one of the world's leading biblical scholars will reshape the way we read this canonical text
The book of Job has often been called the greatest poem ever written. The book, in Edward Greenstein's characterization, is "a
Wunderkind, a genius emerging out of the confluence of two literary streams" which "dazzles like Shakespeare with unrivaled
vocabulary and a penchant for linguistic innovation." Despite the text's literary prestige and cultural prominence, no English
translation has come close to conveying the proper sense of the original. The book has consequently been misunderstood in
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innumerable details and in its main themes. Edward Greenstein's new translation of Job is the culmination of decades of intensive
research and painstaking philological and literary analysis, offering a major reinterpretation of this canonical text. Through his
beautifully rendered translation and insightful introduction and commentary, Greenstein presents a new perspective: Job, he shows,
was defiant of God until the end. The book is more about speaking truth to power than the problem of unjust suffering.
Engages with the social cosmos of the Bible, in which all creatures, even 'inanimate' ones, are alive and able to interact.
This groundbreaking volume presents a new translation of the text and detailed interpretation of almost every word or phrase in the
book of Judges, drawing from archaeology and iconography, textual versions, biblical parallels, and extrabiblical texts, many never
noted before. Archaeology also serves to show how a story of the Iron II period employed visible ruins to narrate supposedly early
events from the so-called "period of the Judges." The synchronic analysis for each unit sketches its characters and main themes, as
well as other literary dynamics. The diachronic, redactional analysis shows the shifting settings of units as well as their development,
commonly due to their inner-textual reception and reinterpretation. The result is a remarkably fresh historical-critical treatment of
1:1-10:5.
Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece
From Adapa to Enoch
An Encyclopedia
The Biblical Cosmos
A Commentary on Judges 1:1 Ð 10:5
The Epigrams of M. Val. Martial
The Oxford Handbook of Ritual and Worship in the Hebrew Bible
Greek religion is filled with strange sexual artifacts - stories of mortal women's couplings with gods;
rituals like the basilinna's "marriage" to Dionysus; beliefs in the impregnating power of snakes and
deities; the unusual birth stories of Pythagoras, Plato, and Alexander; and more. In this provocative
study, Marguerite Rigoglioso suggests such details are remnants of an early Greek cult of divine birth,
not unlike that of Egypt. Scouring myth, legend, and history from a female-oriented perspective, she
argues that many in the highest echelons of Greek civilization believed non-ordinary conception was the
only means possible of bringing forth individuals who could serve as leaders, and that special cadres of
virgin priestesses were dedicated to this practice. Her book adds a unique perspective to our
understanding of antiquity, and has significant implications for the study of Christianity and other
religions in which divine birth claims are central. The book's stunning insights provide fascinating
reading for those interested in female-inclusive approaches to ancient religion.
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Official title: Do the prehistoric interactions between astronomy and religion form a distinct religious
tradition? In the dissertation for his Master's of Arts degree from the University of Central
Lancashire, Cometan introduced and thoroughly explored his theory of the existence of the oldest
religious tradition based on astronomical observation which he titles the Astronic tradition, or
Astronicism. In this work, which received a Distinction Grade of 87 following its examination, Cometan
discovers that astronomy and religion were indeed intertwined in prehistoric and ancient times. Through
archaeological evidence, Cometan makes the case for the existence of an Astronic religious tradition
stretching back to the Upper Palaeolithic period of the Stone Age some 40,000 years ago. Key ideas of
Cometan's dissertation work include astromorphism, astrolatry, astroglyphs, astromancy, astronomical
religion, and the theory of an astronomical Urreligion (an original or primordial religion).
Examining every aspect of the culture from antiquity to the founding of Constantinople in the early
Byzantine era, this thoroughly cross-referenced and fully indexed work is written by an international
group of scholars. This Encyclopedia is derived from the more broadly focused Encyclopedia of Greece and
the Hellenic Tradition, the highly praised two-volume work. Newly edited by Nigel Wilson, this singlevolume reference provides a comprehensive and authoritative guide to the political, cultural, and social
life of the people and to the places, ideas, periods, and events that defined ancient Greece.
Astronomy is the oldest and most sublime of all the sciences. To a contemplative observer of the
heavens, the number and brilliancy of the stars, the lustre of the planets, the silvery aspect of the
Moon, with her ever-changing phases, together with the order, the harmony, and unison pervading them
all, create in his mind thoughts of wonder and admiration. Occupying the abyss of space
indistinguishable from infinity, the starry heavens in grandeur and magnificence surpass the loftiest
conceptions of the human mind; for, at a distance beyond the range of ordinary vision, the telescope
reveals clusters, systems, galaxies, universes of stars—suns—the innumerable host of heaven, each
shining with a splendour comparable with that of our Sun, and, in all likelihood, fulfilling in a
similar manner the same beneficent purposes. The time when man began to study the stars is lost in the
antiquity of prehistoric ages. The ancient inhabitants of the Earth regarded the heavenly bodies with
veneration and awe, erected temples in their honour, and worshipped them as deities. Historical records
of astronomy carry us back several thousand years. During the greater part of this time, and until a
comparatively recent period, astronomy was associated with astrology—a science which originated from a
desire on the part of mankind to penetrate the future, and which was based upon the supposed influence
of the heavenly bodies upon human and terrestrial affairs. It was natural to imagine that the overruling
power which governed and directed the course of sublunary events resided in the heavens, and that its
decrees might be understood by watching the movements of the heavenly bodies under its control. It was,
therefore, believed that by observing the configuration of the planets and the positions of the
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constellations at the instant of the birth of an individual, his horoscope, or destiny, could be
foretold; and that by making observations of a somewhat similar nature the occurrence of events of
public importance could be predicted. When, however, the laws which govern the motions of the heavenly
bodies became better known, and especially after the discovery of the great law of gravitation,
astrology ceased to be a belief, though for long after it retained its power over the imagination, and
was often alluded to in the writings of poets and other authors.
The Cult of Divine Birth in Ancient Greece
Judges 1
Star Myths of the Greeks and Romans
The Origins of Isaiah 24–27
Poetic Astronomy in the Ancient Near East and Hebrew Bible
Metamorphosis of Nothingness
Human Development in Sacred Landscapes

The first detailed examination of the vibrant culture of literature produced by Scots in Latin in the late-sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
A study on the intersection of art, science, and the natural world in Hellenistic and Roman times.
"The conceit in the title of this volume is that ritual, however expansively it may be defined, is ineluctably tethered to religion and worship. It has a
primal connection to the idea that a transcendent order - numinous and mysterious, supranatural and elusive, divine and wholly other - gives
meaning and purpose to life. The construction of rites and rituals enables humans to conceive and apprehend this transcendent order, to symbolize it
and interact with it, to postulate its truths in the face of contradicting realities and to repair them when they have been breached or diminished. The
focus of this Handbook is on ritual and worship from the perspective of biblical studies, particularly on the Hebrew Bible and its ancient Near
Eastern antecedents. Within this context, attention will be given to the development of ideas in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim thinking, but only
insofar as they connect with or extend the trajectory of biblical precedents. The volume reflects a wide range of analytical approaches to ancient
texts, inscriptions, iconography, and ritual artifacts. It examines the social history and cultural knowledge encoded in rituals, and explores the way
rituals shape and are shaped by politics, economics, ethical imperatives, and religion itself. Toward this end, the volume is organized into six major
sections: Historical Contexts, Interpretive Approaches, Ritual Elements (participants, places, times, objects, practices), Underlying Cultural and
Theological Perspectives, History of Interpretation, Social-Cultural Functions, and Theology and Theological Heritage"-This book offers perspectives on the interplay between short-term timekeeping technologies and their social contexts in ancient Egypt, Babylon,
Greece, and Rome. It explores the origins of the "hour" as a temporal unit and illuminates timekeeping activities in antiquity.
Manilius and his Intellectual Background
The Eclipse Festivals
Early Encounters between East Asia and Europe
Art, Science, and the Natural World in the Ancient Mediterranean, 300 BC to AD 100
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Neo-Latin Literature and Literary Culture in Early Modern Scotland
Shining in the Ancient Sea
A History, c. 2000 BC – AD 116
The Circulation of Astronomical Knowledge in the Ancient World explores the ways in which astronomical knowledge circulated
between different communities of scholars over time and space, and what was done with that knowledge when it was received.
A pioneering treatise that aroused great controversy when it was first published in 1725, Vico's New Science is acknowledged today to
be one of the few works of authentic genius in the history of social theory. It represents the most ambitious attempt before Comte at
comprehensive science of human society and the most profound analysis of the class struggle prior to Marx.
This carefully researched monograph is a historical investigation of the illustrated Aratea astronomical manuscript and its many
interpretations over the centuries. Aratus' 270 B.C.E. Greek poem describing the constellations and astrological phenomena was
translated and copied over 800 years into illuminated manuscripts that preserved and illustrated these ancient stories about the
constellations. The Aratea survives in its entirety due to multiple translations from Greek to Latin and even to Arabic, with many
illuminated versions being commissioned over the ages. The survey encompasses four interrelated disciplines: history of literature,
history of myth, history of science, and history of art. Aratea manuscripts by their nature are a meeting place of these distinct branches,
and the culling of information from historical literature and from the manuscripts themselves focuses on a wider, holistic view; a narrow
approach could not provide a proper prospective. What is most essential to know about this work is that because of its successive
incarnations it has survived and been reinterpreted through the centuries, which speaks to its importance in all of these disciplines.
This book brings a better understanding of the history, changes and transmission of the original astronomical Phaenomena poem.
Historians, art historians, astronomy lovers, and historians of astronomy will learn more specialized details concerning the Aratea and
how the tradition survived from the Middle Ages. It is a credit to the poetry of Aratus and the later interpreters of the text that its pagan
aspects were not edited nor removed, but respected and maintained in the exact same form despite the fact that all sixty Aratea
manuscripts mentioned in this study were produced under the rule of Christianity.
"Holy Landscape" is a term frequently used to describe a multidimensional phenomenon. What this actually comprises is hard to define.
Precisely this question is addressed in this volume. The "holy landscape" depends on people's Weltanschauung and is influenced by
their respective culture and ethos. It is not just a question of religious buildings and rituals, nor is a mere matter of explicating terms
such as "pure" and "impure", magic and myths; it is about an expressive space in which the "ceremony and mood of rites and cults" take
place. The contributions also deal with the emergence and continuing development of the term "holy landscape" and the changing
expressions of religious mood.
Reports and Papers Read at the Meetings of the Architectural Societies of the Archdeaconry of Northhampton, the Counties of York and
Lincoln (etc.)
The Circulation of Astronomical Knowledge in the Ancient World
Unabridged Translation of the Third Edition (1744) with the addition of "Practic of the New Science"
The Hebrew Bible and Environmental Ethics
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“The Scaffolding of Our Thoughts”
Humans, NonHumans, and the Living Landscape
The Astronomy of Milton's 'Paradise Lost'
Ireland is home to some of the world's oldest astronomically-aligned structures, giant stone monuments
erected over 5,000 years ago. Despite their apparent simplicity, these megalithic edifices were crafted
by a scientifically knowledgeable community of farmers who endeavoured to enshrine their beliefs in a
stellar afterlife within the very fabric of their cleverly-designed stone temples.Finally back in print,
this reissued edition presents evidence suggesting the builders of monuments such as Newgrange and its
Boyne Valley counterparts were adept astronomers, cunning engineers and capable surveyors. Their huge
monuments are memorials in stone and earth, commemorating their creators' perceived unity with the
cosmos and enshrining a belief system which resulted from a crossover between science and
spirituality.As investigation of this awe-inspiring civilisation of people continues on many levels,
evidence is emerging that significant archaeological sites dating from deep in prehistory are linked not just through mythology, archaeology and cosmology - but through an arrangement of complex, and in
some cases astonishing, alignments. Some of these alignments of ancient sites stretch from one side of
Ireland to another.While the accounts of the lives of some prominent Irish saints appear to be steeped
in folklore and mystery, it seems from new interpretations of the literature that the cosmic world view
which existed in Neolithic Ireland experienced a continuity right into the Early Christian period.Join
us on this fascinating exploration of stones, stars and stories."The sheer amount of information
contained within the book is mind-boggling. It is well thought out and structured . . . The more you
read the evidence the more convinced you become."- Astronomy & Space magazine"Refreshing and fascinating
. . . a wonderful magical book, sumptuously illustrated and a must for anyone who loves to delve deep
into our past." - Kenny's Irish Bookshop"A fascinating insight into Ireland's ancient burial sites" Irish Independent"A monument" - Drogheda Independent"It is a beautiful book and very well written. The
information that you collected is outstanding." - Barbara Carter, co-author, The Myth of the Year and
The Goddess and the Bull"The authors . . . reach interesting and challenging conclusions about the
significance of ancient astronomical knowledge. The book is jammed with colour illustrations, maps and
photographs. A thoroughly interesting read!" - Archaeology Ireland."An essential book that demonstrates
just how much the beliefs and practicesof our ancestors were influenced by the movement of the stars, in
particularthose of the constellation Cygnus - the celestial swan and Northern Cross -once seen as a
source of life and the destination of the soul in death. Amust have tome for all those passionate about
what remains of our fastdisappearing ritual monuments of the prehistoric age." - Andrew Collins, author
of The Cygnus Mystery
Omar Khayyam (11th-12th centuries CE), a celebrated polymath, mathematician, astronomer, and philosopher
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is best known as a Persian poet and author of the Rubā‘iyāt, but his validity as a poet is highly
debated. To address this, this book focuses on 100 quatrains that have been authenticated by three known
Persian authorities. To bring out Khayyam’s voice, inner feelings and thoughts, this unique bilingual
volume provides the Persian originals side-by-side with their literal translations in English. This
serves to bring the reader closer to the originals, and allows them to make connections and draw
conclusions according to their time and place in life.
Francesca Rochberg has for more than thirty-five years been a leading figure in the study of ancient
science. “The Scaffolding of Our Thoughts” honors this luminary with twenty essays, each reflecting on
aspects of her work.
In this, the first book-length study of astronomy in Hardy's writing, historian of science and literary
scholar Pamela Gossin brings the analytical tools of both disciplines to bear as she offers unexpected
and sophisticated readings of seven novels that enrich Darwinian and feminist perspectives on his work,
extend formalist evaluations of his achievement as a writer, and provide fresh interpretations of
enigmatic passages and scenes. In an elegantly crafted introduction, Gossin draws together the shared
critical values and methods of literary studies and the history of science to articulate a hybrid model
of scholarly interpretation and analysis that promotes cross-disciplinary compassion and understanding
within the current contention of the science/culture wars. She then situates Hardy's own deeply
interdisciplinary knowledge of astronomy and cosmology within both literary and scientific traditions,
from the ancient world through the Victorian era. Gossin offers insightful new assessments of A Pair of
Blue Eyes, Far from the Madding Crowd, The Return of the Native, Two on a Tower, The Woodlanders, Tess
of the D'Urbervilles, and Jude the Obscure, arguing that Hardy's personal synthesis of ancient and
modern astronomy with mythopoetic and scientific cosmologies enabled him to write as a literary
cosmologist for the post-Darwinian world. The profound new myths that comprise Hardy's novel universe
can be read as a sustained set of literary thought-experiments by which he critiques the possibilities,
limitations, and dangers of living out the storylines that such imaginative cosmologies project for his
time - and ours.
Scribal Culture and Religious Vision in Judea and Babylonia
Island of the Setting Sun
Ancient Astronomy and Astrology in Early Judaism
In Search of Ireland's Ancient Astronomers
In Twelve Books
Astronomy & The Origins of Religion
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Situates a hotly contested section of Isaiah within its historical and cultural contexts, correcting misunderstandings of older
scholarship.
This Encyclopedia traces the history of the oldest science from the ancient world to the space age in over 300 entries by
leading experts.
While inquiries into early encounters between East Asia and the West have traditionally focused on successful interactions,
this collection inquires into the many forms of failure, experienced on all sides, in the period before 1850. Countering a
tendency in scholarship to overlook unsuccessful encounters, it starts from the assumption that failures can prove highly
illuminating and provide valuable insights into both the specific shapes and limitations of East Asian and Western
imaginations of the Other, as well as of the nature of East-West interaction. Interdisciplinary in outlook, this collection brings
together the perspectives of sinology, Japanese and Korean studies, historical studies, literary studies, art history, religious
studies, and performance studies. The subjects discussed are manifold and range from missionary accounts, travel reports,
letters and trade documents to fictional texts as well as material objects (such as tea, chinaware, or nautical instruments)
exchanged between East and West. In order to avoid a Eurocentric perspective, the collection balances approaches from
the fields of English literature, Spanish studies, Neo-Latin studies, and art history with those of sinology, Japanese studies,
and Korean studies. It includes an introduction mapping out the field of failures in early modern encounters between East
Asia and Europe, as well as a theoretically minded essay on the lessons of failure and the ethics of cross-cultural
understanding.
Welcome to the weird and wonderful world of the Bible.Robin Parry takes the reader on a guided tour of the biblical cosmos
with the goal of opening up the Bible in its ancient world. He then goes further and shows how this very ancient biblical way
of seeing the world is still revelatory and can speak God's word afresh into our own modern worlds.
Astronomy and Calendar in Ancient Rome
Job
The Astronomical Ancestry of Homer's Odyssey
Essays on Assyriology and the History of Science in Honor of Francesca Rochberg
Astronomy in the Poets
Thomas Hardy's Novel Universe
The Reflexes of Celestial Science in Ancient Mesopotamian, Ugariatic and Israelite Literature
"This book asks what drove the religious visions of ancient scribes. During the first millennium BCE both Babylonian
and Judean scribes wrote about and emulated their heroes Adapa and Enoch, who went to heaven to meet their
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god."--Preface, p. [v].
Helen R Jacobus demonstrates mathematically that the Aramaic calendar texts from Qumran were designed to show
the position of the sun and moon in the zodiac for each day of the month forever.
Poetic Astronomy in the Ancient Near East
A New Translation
A Periplos
Philosophy and Writing
A Pilgrim's Guide to the Weird and Wonderful World of the Bible
Quatrains of Omar Khayyam, Astronomer-Poet of Persia
The Reflexes of Celestial Science in Ancient Mesopotamian, Ugaritic, and Israelite Narrative
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