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The mysterious Phoenicians and the ancient
Mediterranean are experienced in richer
detail than ever before in this well
researched and intriguing narrative.
Instead of seeing darkness in the years
before classical Greece, we now see
glimmers of light revealing a continuous
parade of remarkable societies, great
leaders and epic events. Drawing back the
veil of secrecy surrounding the
Phoenicians uncovers new glimpses of
Egyptians, Greeks, Romans and people of
other societies. Sanford Holst is one of
the world's leading authorities on the
Phoenicians, and appears in the BBC series
Ancient Worlds. Elected a member of the
prestigious Royal Historical Society for
his work in this field, Holst has
presented academic papers on the
Phoenicians at universities around the
world. Working with respected experts,
often on-site, he has added photos,
sources, and five years of additional
research to his previous work. This is a
walk through the idyllic ancient
Mediterranean you will long remember.
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This work has been selected by scholars as
being culturally important and is part of
the knowledge base of civilization as we
know it. This work is in the public domain
in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United
States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of
the work. Scholars believe, and we concur,
that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a
quality reading experience, this work has
been proofread and republished using a
format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-toread typeface. We appreciate your support
of the preservation process, and thank you
for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
This book provides an updated state of
knowledge about the socio-cultural
interaction processes and the subsequent
romanisation of the populations in the
southern Iberian Peninsula from the 4th to
the 1st centuries from a postcolonial
point of view.
Bringing together the research of
internationally renowned scholars, Assyria
to Iberia at the Dawn of the Classical Age
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contributes significantly to our
understanding of the epoch-making artistic
and cultural exchanges that took place
across the Near East and Mediterranean in
the early first millennium B.C. This was
the world of Odysseus, in which seafaring
Phoenician merchants charted new nautical
trade routes and established prosperous
trading posts and colonies on the shores
of three continents; of kings Midas and
Croesus, legendary for their wealth; and
of the Hebrew Bible, whose stories are
brought vividly to life by archaeological
discoveries. Objects drawn from
collections in the Middle East, Europe,
North Africa, and the United States,
reproduced here in sumptuous detail,
reflect the cultural encounters of diverse
populations interacting through trade,
travel, and migration as well as war and
displacement. Together, they tell a
compelling story of the origins and
development of Western artistic traditions
that trace their roots to the ancient Near
East and across the Mediterranean world.
Among the masterpieces brought together in
this volume are stone reliefs that adorned
the majestic palaces of ancient Assyria;
expertly crafted Phonecian and Syrian
bronzes and worked ivories that were
stored in the treasuries of Assyria and
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deposited in tombs and sanctuaries in
regions far to the west; and lavish
personal adornments and other luxury
goods, some imported and others inspired
by Near Eastern craftsmanship.
Accompanying texts by leading scholars
position each object in cultural and
historical context, weaving a narrative of
crisis and conquest, worship and warfare,
and epic and empire that spans both
continents and millennia. Writing another
chapter in the story begun in Art of the
First Cities (2003) and Beyond Babylon
(2008), Assyria to Iberia offers a
comprehensive overview of art, diplomacy,
and cultural exchange in an age of
imperial and mercantile expansion in the
ancient Near East and across the
Mediterranean in the first millennium
B.C.—the dawn of the Classical age.
Ancient Libraries
In Search of the Phoenicians
The Hellenistic West
The Oxford Handbook of the Phoenician and
Punic Mediterranean
Athens at the Margins
Who were the ancient Phoenicians—and did they actually
exist? The Phoenicians traveled the Mediterranean long
before the Greeks and Romans, trading, establishing
settlements, and refining the art of navigation. But who these
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legendary sailors really were has long remained a mystery. In

Search of the Phoenicians makes the startling claim that the
"Phoenicians" never actually existed as such. Taking readers
from the ancient world to today, this book argues that the
notion of these sailors as a coherent people with a shared
identity, history, and culture is a product of modern nationalist
ideologies—and a notion very much at odds with the ancient
sources.
During the first millennium BCE, complex encounters of
Phoenician and Greek colonists with natives of the Iberian
Peninsula transformed the region and influenced the entire
history of the Mediterranean. One of the first books on these
encounters to appear in English, this volume brings together
a multinational group of contributors to explore ancient
Iberia’s colonies and indigenous societies, as well as the
comparative study of colonialism. These scholars—from a
range of disciplines including classics, history, anthropology,
and archaeology—address such topics as trade and
consumption, changing urban landscapes, cultural
transformations, and the ways in which these issues played
out in the Greek and Phoenician imaginations. Situating
ancient Iberia within Mediterranean colonial history and
establishing a theoretical framework for approaching
encounters between colonists and natives, these studies
exemplify the new intellectual vistas opened by the
engagement of colonial studies with Iberian history.
The circulation of books was the motor of classical civilization.
But books were both expensive and rare, and so libraries private and public, royal and civic - played key roles in
articulating intellectual life. This collection, written by an
international team of scholars, presents a fundamental
reassessment of how ancient libraries came into being, how
they were organized and how they were used. Drawing on
papyrology and archaeology,
and on accounts written by
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those who read and wrote in them, it presents new research

on reading cultures, on book collecting and on the origins of
monumental library buildings. Many of the traditional stories
told about ancient libraries are challenged. Few were really
enormous, none were designed as research centres, and
occasional conflagrations do not explain the loss of most
ancient texts. But the central place of libraries in GrecoRoman culture emerges more clearly than ever.
A comprehensive and richly illustrated history of one of the
most important athletic, religious, and political sites in the
ancient Greek and Roman world The memory of ancient
Olympia lives on in the form of the modern Olympic Games.
But in the ancient era, Olympia was renowned for far more
than its athletic contests. In Olympia, Judith Barringer
provides a comprehensive and richly illustrated history of one
of the most important sites in the ancient Greek and Roman
world, where athletic competitions took place alongside—and
were closely connected with—crucial religious and political
activities. Barringer describes the development of the Altis,
the most sacred area of Olympia, where monuments to
athletes successful in the games joined those erected to the
gods and battlefield victories. Rival city-states and rulers built
monuments to establish eminence, tout alliances, and join
this illustrious company in a rich intergenerational dialogue.
The political importance of Olympia was matched by its place
as the largest sanctuary dedicated to Zeus, king of the gods.
Befitting Zeus’s role as god of warfare, the Olympian oracle
was consulted to ensure good omens for war, and the athletic
games embodied the fierce competition of battle. Other gods
and heroes were worshipped at Olympia too, Hera, Artemis,
and Herakles among them. Drawing on a comprehensive
knowledge of the archaeological record, Barringer describes
the full span of Olympia’s history, from the first monumental
building around 600 BC to
the site’s gradual eclipse in the
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late Christianized Roman empire. Extensively illustrated with
maps and diagrams, Olympia brings the development of
Olympia vividly to life for modern readers.
History of Phoenicia
A Short History of the Phoenicians
The Phoenicians in Spain
The Phoenicians; 0
Olympia
Phoenicians

A revised and updated version of a book on the
Phoenicians first published in 1993.
A revisionist exploration of identities and interactions
in the 'Punic World' of the western Mediterranean.
The Phoenicians present a tantalizing face to the
ancient historian. Latin sources suggest they once
had an extensive literature of history, law, philosophy
and religion; but all now is lost. Offering new insights
based on recent archaeological discoveries in their
heartland of modern-day Lebanon, Mark Woolmer
presents a fresh appraisal of this fascinating, yet
elusive, Semitic people. Discussing material culture,
language and alphabet, religion (including sacred
prostitution of women and boys to the goddess
Astarte), funerary custom and trade and expansion
into the Punic west, he explores Phoenicia in all its
paradoxical complexity. Viewed in antiquity as sage
scribes and intrepid mariners who pushed back the
boundaries of the known world, and as skilled
engineers who built monumental harbour cities like
Tyre and Sidon, the Phoenicians were also
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considered (especially by their rivals, the Romans) to
be profiteers cruelly trading in human lives. The
author shows them above all to have been masters of
the sea: this was a civilization that circumnavigated
Africa two thousand years before Vasco da Gama did
it in 1498.
The history of the Phoenicians, explorers and
merchants, is little known. What a paradox for this
ingenious people, who invented the alphabet, to have
left so few written traces of their existence. Their
literature, recorded on papyrus, has disappeared.
And yet this civilization fired the imagination of its
contemporaries--the Jews in particular--inspiring
terror among the Romans and Greeks, who depicted
them as a cruel people who practiced human
sacrifice. Their clients were the pharaohs and the
Assyrians, their ships criss-crossed the
Mediterranean, laden with the luxuries of the day
such as wine, oil, grain, and mineral ore. Buried
beneath the modern cities of Lebanon, and a few of
Syria and Israel, ancient Phoenicia has resuscitated
in this volume.
The Social History of Achaemenid Phoenicia
The Phoenicians
Chronicles of Eri
The Art of Contact
Byblos
The History and Culture of One of the Ancient
World's Most Influential Civilizations
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Who were the ancient Phoenicians, and did they actually
exist? The Phoenicians traveled the Mediterranean long
before the Greeks and Romans, trading, establishing
settlements, and refining the art of navigation. But who these
legendary sailors really were has long remained a mystery. In
Search of the Phoenicians makes the startling claim that the
“Phoenicians” never actually existed. Taking readers from
the ancient world to today, this monumental book argues that
the notion of these sailors as a coherent people with a shared
identity, history, and culture is a product of modern nationalist
ideologies—and a notion very much at odds with the ancient
sources. Josephine Quinn shows how the belief in this
historical mirage has blinded us to the compelling identities
and communities these people really constructed for
themselves in the ancient Mediterranean, based not on
ethnicity or nationhood but on cities, family, colonial ties, and
religious practices. She traces how the idea of “being
Phoenician” first emerged in support of the imperial ambitions
of Carthage and then Rome, and only crystallized as a
component of modern national identities in contexts as farflung as Ireland and Lebanon. In Search of the Phoenicians
delves into the ancient literary, epigraphic, numismatic, and
artistic evidence for the construction of identities by and for
the Phoenicians, ranging from the Levant to the Atlantic, and
from the Bronze Age to late antiquity and beyond. A
momentous scholarly achievement, this book also explores
the prose, poetry, plays, painting, and polemic that have
enshrined these fabled seafarers in nationalist histories from
sixteenth-century England to twenty-first century Tunisia.
Twelve essays, written by various scholars and originally
published in Spanish, explore the ways in which Phoenician
colonization of the Iberian Peninsula was a function of
Assyrian westward expansion. Selected articles include: The
Phoenician Settlement of the 8th Century B.C. in Morro de
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Mezquitilla (Algarrobo, Malaga) by H. Schubart, Phoenician
Trade in the West: Balance and Perspectives by M.E. Aubet
Semmler, and The Ancient Colonization of Ibiza: Mechanisms
and Process by J. Ramon.
Pathbreaking essays challenging the traditional focus on the
eastern Mediterranean in the Hellenistic period and on Rome
in the West.
The land and sea routes of the Phoenicians in their homeland
and their trading Empire are examined in the present volume
on the ground of Neo-Assyrian military itineraries (Chapters I
and II), and of information provided by epigraphy, literary
sources, and archaeological findings on Cyprus, in Anatolia,
and in the Aegean (Chapters III, IV and V). Chapters VI and
VII examine the problems of Ophir and Tarshish, developing
fresh insights, while Chapters VIII and IX analyse the Periplus
of Pseudo-Scylax 104 and 110-111. The voyage of Hanno
the Carthaginian to the Sebou basin (Morocco) and the
Canary Islands is re-examined in Chapter X. Finally, Chapters
XI and XII are devoted to Byrsa (Carthage) and to Jerusalem,
with special attention to traces of Phoenician presence and
activity in this city. Detailed indices complete the volume.
Colonial Encounters in Ancient Iberia
Being the History of the Gaal Sciot Iber: Or the Irish People
The Phoenicians and the West
Phoenicia
Egyptian Versus Greek in Late Antiquity
Lebanon's Epic Heritage

Drawing on an impressive range of
archaeological and textual sources and a
nuanced understanding of biases, this book
offers a valuable reappraisal of the enigmatic
Phoenicians. The Phoenicians is a fascinating
exploration of thisPage
much-mythologized
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people: their history, artistic heritage, and
the scope of their maritime and colonizing
activities in the Mediterranean. Two aspects
of the book stand out from other studies of
Phoenician history: the source-focused
approach and the attention paid to the
various ways that biases—ancient and
modern—have contributed to widespread
misconceptions about who the Phoenicians
really were. The book describes and analyzes
various artifacts (epigraphic, numismatic,
and material remains) and considers how
historians have derived information about a
people with little surviving literature. This
analysis includes a critical look at the primary
texts (classical, Near Eastern, and biblical),
the relationship between the Phoenician and
Punic worlds; Phoenician interaction with the
Greeks and others; and the repurposing of
Phoenician heritage in modernity. Detailed
and engrossing, The Phoenicians casts new
light on this most enigmatic of civilizations.
In Search of the PhoeniciansPrinceton
University Press
The Phoenicians remain one of the most
enigmatic ancient civilizations, with
historians and scholars prone to speculation
and educated guesses.
This is the story of the spread of Phoenician
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colonies into the Mediterranean, and a
description of the archaeology and history of
each area settled. The book traces the
development of the Phoenician civilization
down to the fall of the greatest of the
Phoenician colonies, Carthage.
The World of the Phoenicians
The History and Legacy of the Oldest Ancient
Phoenician City
A Companion to the Hellenistic and Roman
Near East
Politics, Colonies and Trade
Being a Phoenician, Negotiating Empires
A Captivating Guide to the History of
Phoenicia and the Impact Made by One of the
Greatest Trading Civilizations of the Ancient
World
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts of Byblos
*Includes a bibliography for further reading Of all the peoples
of the ancient Near East, the Phoenicians are among the
most recognizable but also perhaps the least understood.
The Phoenicians never built an empire like the Egyptians and
Assyrians; in fact, the Phoenicians never created a unified
Phoenician state but instead existed as independent citystate kingdoms scattered throughout the Mediterranean
region. However, despite the fact there was never a
"Phoenician Empire," the Phoenicians proved to be more
prolific in their exploration and colonization than any other
peoples in world history until the Spanish during the Age of
Discovery. Byblos, known today as Jubayl, has been known
by many names over the ages: the Phoenicians called it
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Gebal; for the Egyptians it was Kepen or Kupna; the
Assyrians and Akkadians referred to it as Gubla (this name
was repeated throughout the Old Testament); the Arabs
called it Jbeil, and eventually the European Crusaders gave it
the name of Gibelet. This lengthy etymology reflects the city's
unique heritage significance, because Byblos is one of the
oldest continuously inhabited cities ever to have existed in the
world. The city was frequently mentioned in the great archives
of antiquity, but its origins lie in the depths of prehistory. Its
strategic location, with plenty of shipbuilding wood coming
from the nearby mountains, made many powerful states
eager to control the territory. Over time, Byblos and its
surrounding area were occupied by the Amorites, Canaanites,
Phoenicians, Assyrians, Persians, Macedonians, Romans,
Arabs, Crusaders, Mamelukes, and Ottomans. From the
earliest of times, Byblos was an active commercial center,
trading extensively with Egypt, where it exported cedar wood
from the Phoenician homelands in exchange for papyrus. As
a result, Egypt would have a significant influence on the art
and culture of Byblos, and the city quickly assumed a position
of supremacy in the Mediterranean, thanks in part to its early
use of writing. Archaeological evidence uncovered at the city
show the existence of a Phoenician alphabet being used from
as early as 1200 BCE, and the remains of Phoenician cities
along the coast of Lebanon bear witness to the important role
they played as a meeting place between the east and west,
making it a focal point for the fusion of cultures in the ancient
world. The Phoenicians did not generally seek political
advantages or territorial expansion in their homeland-their
interest was primarily in international trade. Much of the
coastline of the area is heavily urbanized, which likely
obscures many further interesting structures that might
completely change the narrative of the site if they were
uncovered. Moreover, many of the archaeological remains
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are openly exposed to the elements. The construction of a
modern jetty has modified the coastal configuration, which
has exacerbated the problem of wave energy from the strong
storms that regularly batter the coast. Some attempts at
coastal engineering have been made to prevent
environmental change, and the site's environmental heritage
significance has been recognized (being the first
archaeological coastline in Lebanon to also become a
protected natural landscape), but further steps will need to be
taken preserve the unique heritage of Byblos. Byblos: The
History and Legacy of the Oldest Ancient Phoenician City
chronicles the tumultuous history of one of the most important
cities of antiquity. Along with pictures depicting important
people, places, and events, you will learn about Byblos like
never before.
Phoenicia has long been known as the homeland of the
Mediterranean seafarers who gave the Greeks their alphabet.
But along with this fairly well-known reality, many mysteries
remain, in part because the record of the coastal cities and
regions that the people of Phoenicia inhabited is fragmentary
and episodic. In this magnum opus, the late Brian Peckham
examines all of the evidence currently available to paint as
complete a portrait as is possible of the land, its history, its
people, and its culture. In fact, it was not the Phoenicians but
the Canaanites who invented the alphabet; what
distinguished the Phoenicians in their turn was the
transmission of the alphabet, which was a revolutionary
invention, to everyone they met. The Phoenicians were
traders and merchants, the Tyrians especially, thriving in the
back-and-forth of barter in copper for Levantine produce.
They were artists, especially the Sidonians, known for gold
and silver masterpieces engraved with scenes from the
stories they told and which they exchanged for iron and
eventually steel; and they were builders, like the Byblians,
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who taught the alphabet and numbers as elements of their
trade. When the Greeks went west, the Phoenicians went
with them. Italy was the first destination; settlements in Spain
eventually followed; but Carthage in North Africa was a
uniquely Phoenician foundation. The Atlantic Spanish
settlements retained their Phoenician character, but the
Mediterranean settlements in Spain, Sicily, Sardinia, and
Malta were quickly converted into resource centers for the
North African colony of Carthage, a colony that came to
eclipse the influence of the Levantine coastal city-states. An
emerging independent Western Phoenicia left Tyre free to
consolidate its hegemony in the East. It became the sole westAsiatic agent of the Assyrian Empire. But then the
Babylonians let it all slip away; and the Persians, intent on
war and world domination, wasted their own and everyone’s
time trying to dominate the irascible and indomitable Greeks.
The Punic West (Carthage) made the same mistake until it
was handed off to the Romans. But Phoenicia had been born
in a Greek matrix and in time had the sense and good grace
to slip quietly into the dominant and sustaining Occidental
culture. This complicated history shows up in episodes and
anecdotes along a frangible and fractured timeline. Individual
men and women come forward in their artifacts, amulets, or
seals. There are king lists and alliances, companies, and city
assemblies. Years or centuries are skipped in the twinkling of
any eye and only occasionally recovered. Phoenicia, like all
history, is a construct, a product of historiography, an answer
to questions. The history of Phoenicia is the history of its
cities in relationship to each other and to the peoples, cities,
and kingdoms who nourished their curiosity and their
ambition. It is written by deduction and extrapolation, by
shaping hard data into malleable evidence, by working from
the peripheries of their worlds to the centers where they lived,
by trying to uncover their mentalities, plans, beliefs,
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suppositions, and dreams in the residue of their products and
accomplishments. For this reason, the subtitle, Episodes and
Anecdotes from the Ancient Mediterranean, is a particularly
appropriate description of Peckham’s masterful
(posthumous) volume, the fruit of a lifetime of research into
the history and culture of the Phoenicians.
This book is about the earliest historical civilization in the
western Mediterranean, known as "Tartessos." Tartessos was
a literate, sophisticated, urban culture in southwestern Iberia.
This book presents the most comprehensive, coherent and
theoretically up-to-date overview of the discovery, sources,
and debates surrounding this puzzling culture
Another "Peoples of the Past" book, this richly illustrated book
traces the Phoenician civilization from the Late Bronze Age
(c. 1550 B.C.) to the start of the Hellenistic period (c. 300
B.C.).
Lost Civilizations
Phoenician Secrets
The Punic Mediterranean
Episodes and Anecdotes from the Ancient Mediterranean
Itineraria Phoenicia
Comparative Approaches to Greek and Phoenician Art

Here is a brief, fully illustrated account of the first
excavation of the site of this important
Phoenician port city, founded in about 1600 B.C.
This best-selling book on the Phoenicians is now
updated with the latest discoveries about these
mysterious sea-traders from Lebanon. Experience
their unique society and intriguing history as they
coped with the epic events of the ancient
Mediterranean. They were involved with the
ancient Egyptians, Mycenaeans, Sea Peoples,
Greeks and Romans. The extent of their lasting
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contributions to our heritage are just now coming
to light. Discover vivid pictures, artworks and a
wealth of colorful details from archaeological and
historical sources-all of which make these ancient
people come alive like never before.
The Phoenicians created the Mediterranean world
as we know it-yet they remain a shadowy and
poorly understood group. The academic study of
the Phoenicians has come to an important
crossroads; the field has grown in sheer content,
sophistication of analysis, and diversity of
interpretation, and we now need a current
overview of where the study of these ancient
seafarers and craftsman stands and where it is
going. Moreover, the field of Phoenician studies is
particularly fragmented and scattered. While
there is growing interest in all things Phoenician
and Punic, the latest advances are mostly
published in specialized journals and conference
volumes in a plethora of languages. This
Handbook is the first of its type to appear in over
two decades, and the first ever to appear in
English. In these chapters, written by a wide
range of prominent and promising scholars from
across Europe, North America, Australia, and the
Mediterranean world, readers will find summary
studies on key historical moments (such as the
history of Carthage), areas of culture (organized
around language, religion, and material culture),
regional studies and areas of contact (spanning
from the Levant and the Aegean to Iberia and
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North Africa), and the reception of the
Phoenicians as an idea, entangled with the
formation of other cultural identities, both ancient
and modern.
The proem to Herodotus's history of the GreekPersian wars relates the long-standing conflict
between Europe and Asia from the points of view
of the Greeks' chief antagonists, the Persians and
Phoenicians. However humorous or fantastical
these accounts may be, their stories, as voiced by
a Greek, reveal a great deal about the perceived
differences between Greeks and others. The
conflict is framed in political, not absolute, terms
correlative to historical events, not in terms of
innate qualities of the participants. It is this
perspective that informs the argument of The Art
of Contact: Comparative Approaches to Greek
and Phoenician Art. Becky Martin reconsiders
works of art produced by, or thought to be
produced by, Greeks and Phoenicians during the
first millennium B.C., when they were in
prolonged contact with one another. Although
primordial narratives that emphasize an essential
quality of Greek and Phoenician identities have
been critiqued for decades, Martin contends that
the study of ancient history has not yet
effectively challenged the idea of the inevitability
of the political and cultural triumph of Greece.
She aims to show how the methods used to study
ancient history shape perceptions of it and argues
that art is especially positioned to revise
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conventional accountings of the history of GreekPhoenician interaction. Examining Athenian and
Tyrian coins, kouros statues and mosaics, as well
as the familiar Alexander Sarcophagus and the
sculpture known as the "Slipper Slapper," Martin
questions what constituted "Greek" and
"Phoenician" art and, by extension, Greek and
Phoenician identity. Explicating the relationship
between theory, method, and interpretation, The
Art of Contact destabilizes categories such as
orientalism and Hellenism and offers fresh
perspectives on Greek and Phoenician art history.
How Rhetoric Shaped the Roman World
Who Were the Phoenicians?
Exploring the Ancient Mediterranean
Excavations at Sarafund, 1969-1974, by the
University Museum of the University of
Pennsylvania
Assyria to Iberia at the Dawn of the Classical Age
That Tyrant, Persuasion

How rhetorical training influenced
deeds as well as words in the Roman
Empire The assassins of Julius Caesar
cried out that they had killed a
tyrant, and days later their colleagues
in the Senate proposed rewards for this
act of tyrannicide. The killers and
their supporters spoke as if they were
following a well-known script. They
were. Their education was chiefly in
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rhetoric and as boys they would all
have heard and given speeches on a
ubiquitous set of themes—including one
asserting that “he who kills a tyrant
shall receive a reward from the city.”
In That Tyrant, Persuasion, J. E.
Lendon explores how rhetorical
education in the Roman world influenced
not only the words of literature but
also momentous deeds: the killing of
Julius Caesar, what civic buildings and
monuments were built, what laws were
made, and, ultimately, how the empire
itself should be run. Presenting a new
account of Roman rhetorical education
and its surprising practical
consequences, That Tyrant, Persuasion
shows how rhetoric created a grandiose
imaginary world for the Roman ruling
elite—and how they struggled to force
the real world to conform to it.
Without rhetorical education, the Roman
world would have been unimaginably
different.
Discover a comprehensive and crossdisciplinary handbook exploring several
sub-regions and key themes perfect for
a new generation of students A
Companion to the Hellenistic and Roman
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Near East delivers the first complete
handbook in the area of Hellenistic and
Roman Near Eastern history. The book is
divided into sections dealing with
interdisciplinary source material, each
with a great deal of regional variety
and engaging with several key themes.
It integrates discussions of the
classical Near East with the typical
undergraduate teaching syllabus in the
Anglo-Saxon world. All contributors in
this edited volume are leading scholars
in their field, with a combination of
established researchers and academics,
and emerging voices. Contributors hail
from countries across several
continents, and work in various
disciplines, including Ancient History,
Archaeology, Art History, Epigraphy,
Numismatics, and Oriental Studies. In
addition to furthering the integration
of the Levantine lands in the classical
periods into the teaching canon, the
book offers readers: The first
comprehensively structured Companion
and edited handbook on the Hellenistic
and Roman Near East Extensive regional
and sub-regional variety in the crossdisciplinary source material A way to
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compensate for the recent destruction
of monuments in the region and the new
generation of researchers’ inability to
examine these historical stages in
person An integration of the study of
the Hellenistic and Roman Near East
with traditional undergraduate teaching
syllabi in the Anglo-Saxon world
Perfect for undergraduate history and
classics students studying the Near
East, A Companion to the Hellenistic
and Roman Near East will also earn a
place in the libraries of graduate
students and scholars working within
Near Eastern studies, as well as
interested members of the public with a
passion for history.
The first comprehensive history of the
cultural impact of the Phoenicians, who
knit together the ancient Mediterranean
world long before the rise of the
Greeks. Imagine you are a traveler
sailing to the major cities around the
Mediterranean in 750 BC. You would
notice a remarkable similarity in the
dress, alphabet, consumer goods, and
gods from Gibraltar to Tyre. This was
not the Greek world—it was the
Phoenician. Based in Tyre, Sidon,
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Byblos, and other cities along the
coast of present-day Lebanon, the
Phoenicians spread out across the
Mediterranean building posts, towns,
and ports. Propelled by technological
advancements of a kind unseen since the
Neolithic revolution, Phoenicians knit
together diverse Mediterranean
societies, fostering a literate and
sophisticated urban elite sharing
common cultural, economic, and
aesthetic modes. The Phoenician imprint
on the Mediterranean lasted nearly a
thousand years, beginning in the Early
Iron Age. Following the trail of the
Phoenicians from the Levant to the
Atlantic coast of Iberia, Carolina
López-Ruiz offers the first
comprehensive study of the cultural
exchange that transformed the
Mediterranean in the eighth and seventh
centuries BC. Greeks, Etruscans,
Sardinians, Iberians, and others
adopted a Levantine-inflected way of
life, as they aspired to emulate Near
Eastern civilizations. López-Ruiz
explores these many inheritances, from
sphinxes and hieratic statues to
ivories, metalwork, volute capitals,
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inscriptions, and Ashtart iconography.
Meticulously documented and boldly
argued, Phoenicians and the Making of
the Mediterranean revises the
Hellenocentric model of the ancient
world and restores from obscurity the
true role of Near Eastern societies in
the history of early civilizations.
Coptic emerged as the written form of
the Egyptian language in the third
century, when Greek was still the
official language in Egypt. By the time
of the Arab conquest of Egypt in 641,
Coptic had almost achieved official
status, but only after an unusually
prolonged period of stagnation. JeanLuc Fournet traces this complex
history, showing how the rise of Coptic
took place amid profound cultural,
religious, and political changes in
late antiquity. For some three hundred
years after its introduction into the
written culture of Egypt, Coptic was
limited to biblical translation and
private and monastic correspondence,
while Greek retained its monopoly on
administrative, legal, and literary
writing. This changed during the sixth
century, when Coptic began to penetrate
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domains that were once closed to it,
such as literature, liturgy, regulated
transactions between individuals, and
communications between the state and
its subjects. Fournet examines the
reasons for Coptic's late development
as a competing language—which was
unlike what happened with other
vernacular languages in Near Eastern
Greek-speaking societies—and explains
why Coptic eventually succeeded in
being recognized with Greek as an
official language. Incisively written
and rich with insights, The Rise of
Coptic draws on a wealth of archival
evidence to shed new light on the role
of monasticism in the growing use of
Coptic before the Arab conquest.
Romanization, Identity and SocioCultural Interaction in the South of
the Iberian Peninsula between the 4th
and 1st centuries BCE
The Rise of Coptic
Pottery and People in the Early
Mediterranean World
Phoenician, Greek, and Indigenous
Relations
Recovering Sarepta, A Phoenician City
Tartessos and the Phoenicians in Iberia
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Even though the Persian period has attracted a fair share of
scholarly interest in recent years, as yet no concerted effort
has been attempted to construct a comprehensive social
history of Phoenician city-states as an integral part of the
Achaemenid empire. This monograph explores the evidence
from Persian-period literary (both ancient Jewish and
classical), epigraphic, and numismatic sources, as well as
material culture remains, in order to sketch just such a
history. This study examines developments in Persian-period
Phoenician city-states on the three levels: that of the
individual household, the city-state, and the administrative
unit of the Persian empire. These three societal levels are
analyzed within the contexts of economic competition
between and among the Phoenician city-states, their
burgeoning economic ties with the outside world, and their
interaction with the Persian imperial influence in the Levant.
How the interactions of non-elites influenced Athenian
material culture and society The seventh century BC in
ancient Greece is referred to as the Orientalizing period
because of the strong presence of Near Eastern elements in
art and culture. Conventional narratives argue that goods
and knowledge flowed from East to West through
cosmopolitan elites. Rejecting this explanation, Athens at the
Margins proposes a new narrative of the origins behind the
style and its significance, investigating how material culture
shaped the ways people and communities thought of
themselves. Athens and the region of Attica belonged to an
interconnected Mediterranean, in which people, goods, and
ideas moved in unexpected directions. Network thinking
provides a way to conceive of this mobility, which generated
a style of pottery that was heterogeneous and dynamic.
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Although the elite had power, they were unable to agree on
the norms of conspicuous consumption and status display. A
range of social actors used objects, contributing to cultural
change and to the socially mediated production of meaning.
Historiography and the analysis of evidence from a wide
range of contexts—cemeteries, sanctuaries, workshops, and
symposia—offers the possibility to step outside the aesthetic
frameworks imposed by classical Greek masterpieces and to
expand the canon of Greek art. Highlighting the results of
new excavations and looking at the interactions of people
with material culture, Athens at the Margins provocatively
shifts perspectives on Greek art and its relationship to the
eastern Mediterranean.
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts describing the
Phoenicians and their history, language, and culture.
*Includes a bibliography for further reading "These people,
who had formerly dwelt on the shores of the Erythraean Sea,
having migrated to the Mediterranean and settled in the
parts which they now inhabit, began at once, they say, to
adventure on long voyages, freighting their vessels with the
wares of Egypt and Assyria..." - Herodotus Of all the peoples
of the ancient Near East, the Phoenicians are among the
most recognizable but also perhaps the least understood. The
Phoenicians never built an empire like the Egyptians and
Assyrians; in fact, the Phoenicians never created a unified
Phoenician state but instead existed as independent city-state
kingdoms scattered throughout the Mediterranean region.
However, despite the fact there was never a "Phoenician
Empire," the Phoenicians proved to be more prolific in their
exploration and colonization than any other peoples in world
history until the Spanish during the Age of Discovery. The
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Phoenicians were well-known across different civilizations
throughout the ancient world, and their influence can be felt
across much of the West today because they are credited with
inventing the forerunner to the Greek alphabet, from which
the Latin alphabet was directly derived. Nonetheless, the
Phoenicians left behind few written texts, so modern
historians have been forced to reconstruct their past through
a variety of ancient Egyptians, Assyrian, Babylonian, Greek,
and Roman sources. It's not even clear what the Phoenicians
called themselves, because the name "Phoenician" is derived
from the Greek word "phoinix", which possibly relates to the
dyes they produced and traded (Markoe 2000, 10). The
mystery of the ancient Phoenicians is further compounded by
the fact that archaeologists have only been able to excavate
small sections of the three primary Phoenician cities: Byblos,
Sidon, and Tyre. Despite the inherent problems in
reconstructing Phoenician history, there are enough primary
sources available to accurately place the Phoenician people
in their proper historical context within the ancient Near
East, and scholars have found that given their extensive
exploration, colonization, trade, and manufacturing (among
other things), the Phoenicians deserve to be considered
alongside the other well-known peoples of antiquity. The
Phoenicians: The History and Culture of One of the Ancient
World's Most Influential Civilizations comprehensively
covers the history, culture, and lingering mysteries behind
the Phoenicians, profiling their origins and their lasting
legacy.. Along with pictures of important people, places, and
events, you will learn about the Phoenicians like never
before, in no time at all.
Introduces the customs, history, beliefs, and legends of the
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Phoenicians.
Roman Turdetania
The Purple Empire of the Ancient World
The History of Phoenicia
An Archaeological Review of the Eighth-sixth Centuries
B.C.E. : a Collection of Articles Translated from Spanish
Phoenicians and the Making of the Mediterranean
A Cultural History
Two thousand years ago the Phoenicians exerted an immense
influence over the Western world. They invented the alphabet;
they sailed round Africa and may well have crossed the
Atlantic; they engineered a shipping route from the
Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean; they built temples,
fortresses and docks; and above all they constructed ship, the
basis of their remarkable trade network. But where did they
come from, these people whom the Greeks called Phinikos, the
people from the purple land? Why did they never have a
proper country of their own but only narrow coastal strips and
a handful of isolated city states? And why did they leave no
literature behind them?
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