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Halloween From Pagan Ritual To Party Night By Nicholas
Rogers
Presents an A-to-Z reference to American folklore with articles
on folk heroes, authors, significant historical events, cultural
groups, social aspects and more.
Samhain—also known as Halloween—is the final spoke in the
Wheel of the Year. At this time, the harvest has finished and
the veil between the worlds is at its thinnest. This guide shows
you how to practice the serious work of divination and honoring
the dead along with the more lighthearted activities of
Halloween. • Rituals • Recipes • Lore • Spells • Divination •
Crafts • Correspondences • Invocations • Prayers • Meditations
Llewellyn’s Sabbat Essentials explore the old and new ways of
celebrating the seasonal rites that are the cornerstones of the
witch’s year.
Penczak tells us we can learn to embrace the heart of the
surrounding world using the tools right in front of us. Included
in this book are: an outline of the basics of magic as relevant to
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city surroundings; a discussion of the potential for magic in
everyday places; how to read the writing on the walls (graffiti);
creating and maintaining a personal temple, an intruduction to
metropolitan spirits; how to find spirit guides and animal
totems within the city.
A School Library Journal Best Graphic Novel of 2019 A YALSA
2020 Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Readers A YALSA
2020 Great Graphic Novel for Teens Sabrina the Teenage Witch
meets Roller Girl in this hilarious, one-of-a-kind graphic novel
about a half-witch who has just discovered the truth about
herself, her family, and her town and is doing her best to
survive middle school now that she knows everything! Magic is
harder than it looks. Thirteen-year-old Moth Hush loves all
things witchy. But she’s about to discover that witches aren’t
just the stuff of movies, books, and spooky stories. When some
eighth-grade bullies try to ruin her Halloween, something
really strange happens. It turns out that Founder’s Bluff,
Massachusetts, has a centuries-old history of witch drama. And,
surprise: Moth’s family is at the center of it all! When Moth’s
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new powers show up, things get totally out-of-control. She
meets a talking cat, falls into an enchanted diary, and unlocks
a hidden witch world. Secrets surface from generations past as
Moth unravels the complicated legacy at the heart of her town,
her family, and herself. In this spellbinding graphic novel
debut, Emma Steinkellner spins a story packed with humor and
heart about the weird and wonderful adventures of a witch-inprogress.
Wiccan Feasts, Celebrations, and Rituals
Trick or Treat
A History of Halloween
Death Makes a Holiday
Samhain Traditions: 13 Simple and Affordable Halloween Spells
and Rituals for the Witches' New Year
The Okay Witch
Pagan Portals - Candle Magic
Using a mix of personal anecdotes and perceptive social analysis, acclaimed cultural critic
David J. Skal examines the amazing phenomenon of Halloween, exploring its dark Celtic
history and illuminating why it has evolved-in the course of a few short generations-from a
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quaint, small-scale celebration into the largest seasonal marketing event outside of
Christmas.
Brigit Quinn's secret wish on her 15th birthday is for a normal life - an impossible dream
when your mom practices an ancient pagan religion and everyone believes she's a
witch.Instead, Brigit learns she's descended from a legendary Celtic tribe that serves as
guardians of the ancient stone circles. A spellbound book of family history reveals the
power of her ancestors, and Brigit is shocked to discover she's inherited a magical talent
that will only set her further apart from the normal world.Unsure she wants any magical
powers at all, she's terrified to learn someone evil is willing to destroy who she is in order
to steal her family's strength. Will Brigit's unique heritage help her survive the danger, or
is it safer for her to reject it for the normal life she's always wanted?
The book presents the history of Halloween. The author shares the interesting because it
covers the history of Halloween, tracing it from its ancient pagan origins to the modern
holiday we are familiar with, and from there into Halloween in popular culture. . Through
this book, you also learn more about the origins of some customs and its place in American
cinema and television.
A Simon & Schuster eBook. Simon & Schuster has a great book for every reader.
A Complete Guide to the Magick, Incantations, Recipes, Spells, and Lore
The Skye in June
Answers to Tough Questions about the Faith
Rituals, Recipes & Lore for the Winter Solstice
A History of Collective Joy
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A Magical Muddle
Celebrating the Dark Half of the Year

Halloween is a holiday thousands of years old, with traditions and
superstitions galore. Stemming from a pagan ritual of appeasing the spirits
at harvest time, it has turned into a holiday of costumes, trick-or-treating,
and pumpkin carving. How did it get here? And how can we further
transform this holiday, with the goal of creating new community and health
supporting traditions? Based upon the principles set forth in The Sacred Art
of Eating, ImperfectlyVegan Halloween Style provides answers to these
questions, serving up practical wisdom for anyone interested in celebrating
the holiday with integrity of body, mind, and spirit. Full of both tricks and
treats, it paints a scary picture of the ill health we face as a society today,
while presenting the hope inducing research about a plant based diet that
could help spare us all. It covers the frightening realities of animal
agriculture, an industry sure to give even the biggest horror aficionado
chills. While at the same time, providing fun ideas for crafting a spooky
vegan brunch - hot apple SPIDER or BOOnana muffins anyone? Packed with
foundational knowledge and practical tips, this book uses Halloween as an
opportunity for encouraging the type of transformation essential for the
vitality of our health and planet. From vegan horror films to plant based
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recipes, Halloween candy alternatives to chilling and thrilling holiday
activities, ImperfectlyVegan Halloween Style will have you set for your next
Halloween celebration - ImperfectlyVegan(TM) style.
Tabitha is worried about a special visitor coming to her school. “She
wanted to impress the Head Witch but sometimes, her spells went wrong.”
When Tabitha comes up with a brainy idea, will she dazzle or disappoint?
Find out in this fun story about magic and friendship. Download the full
eBook and explore supporting teaching materials at
www.twinkl.com/originals Join Twinkl Book Club to receive printed story
books every half-term at www.twinkl.co.uk/book-club (UK only).
The White Goddess is perhaps the finest of Robert Graves's works on the
psychological and mythological sources of poetry. In this tapestry of poetic
and religious scholarship, Graves explores the stories behind the earliest of
European deities—the White Goddess of Birth, Love, and Death—who was
worshipped under countless titles. He also uncovers the obscure and
mysterious power of "pure poetry" and its peculiar and mythic language.
"Witches are gathering." When most people hear the word "witches," they
think of horror films and Halloween, but to the nearly one million
Americans who practice Paganism today, it's a nature-worshipping,
polytheistic, and very real religion. So Alex Mar discovers when she sets
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out to film a documentary and finds herself drawn deep into the world of
present-day witchcraft. Witches of America follows Mar on her immersive
five-year trip into the occult, charting modern Paganism from its roots in
1950s England to its current American mecca in the San Francisco Bay
Area; from a gathering of more than a thousand witches in the Illinois
woods to the New Orleans branch of one of the world's most influential
magical societies. Along the way she takes part in dozens of rituals and
becomes involved with a wild array of characters: a government employee
who founds a California priesthood dedicated to a Celtic goddess of war;
American disciples of Aleister Crowley, whose elaborate ceremonies turn
the Catholic mass on its head; second-wave feminist Wiccans who practice
a radical separatist witchcraft; a growing "mystery cult" whose initiates
trace their rites back to a blind shaman in rural Oregon. This sprawling
magical community compels Mar to confront what she believes is possibleor hopes might be. With keen intelligence and wit, Mar illuminates the
world of witchcraft while grappling in fresh and unexpected ways with the
question underlying all faiths: Why do we choose to believe in anything at
all? Whether evangelical, Pagan priestess, or atheist, each of us craves a
system of meaning to give structure to our lives. Sometimes we just find it
in unexpected places.
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Reveal The Halloween's Habits Rituals And Customs: The Dark Origin Of
Halloween
The Book of Hallowe'en
A History of the Ritual Year in Britain
Haunted Air
From Pagan Ritual to Party Night
Mayhem
Witches of America

This book traces the origins of Halloween and gives the
true meaning behind this celebration of 'fun and games.'
The material in this book is explicit.
After the end of the War of Austrian Succession in 1748,
thousands of unemployed and sometimes unemployable soldiers
and seamen found themselves on the streets of London ready
to roister the town and steal when necessary. In this
fascinating book Nicholas Rogers explores the moral panic
associated with this rapid demobilization. Through
interlocking stories of duels, highway robberies,
smuggling, riots, binge drinking, and even two earthquakes,
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Rogers captures the anxieties of a half-decade and assesses
the social reforms contemporaries framed and imagined to
deal with the crisis. He argues that in addressing these
events, contemporaries not only endorsed the traditional
sanction of public executions, but wrestled with the
problem of expanding the parameters of government to
include practices and institutions we now regard as
commonplace: censuses, the regularization of marriage
through uniform methods of registration, penitentiaries and
police forces.
Every year, children and adults alike take to the streets
dressed as witches, demons, animals, celebrities, and more.
They carve pumpkins and play pranks, and the braver ones
watch scary movies and go on ghost tours. There are
parades, fireworks displays, cornfield mazes, and haunted
houses—and, most important, copious amounts of bite-sized
candy. The popularity of Halloween has spread around the
globe to places as diverse as Russia, China, and Japan, but
its association with death and the supernatural and its
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inevitable commercialization has made it one of our most
misunderstood holidays. How did it become what it is today?
In Trick or Treat, Halloween aficionado Lisa Morton
provides a thorough history of this spooky day. She begins
by looking at how holidays like the Celtic Samhain, a
Gaelic harvest festival, have blended with the British Guy
Fawkes Day and the Catholic All Souls’ Day to produce the
modern Halloween, and she explains how the holiday was
reborn in America, where costumes and trick-or-treat
rituals have become new customs. Morton takes into account
the influence of related but independent holidays,
especially the Mexican Day of the Dead, as well as the
explosion in popularity of haunted attractions and the
impact of such events as 9/11 and the economic recession on
the celebration today. Trick or Treat also examines the
effect Halloween has had on popular culture through the
literary works of Washington Irving and Ray Bradbury, films
like Halloween and The Nightmare Before Christmas, and
television shows such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer and The
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Simpsons. Considering the holiday in the context of its
worldwide popularity for the first time, this book will be
a treat for any Halloween lover.
In this book, Professor Rogers looks at the role and
character of crowds in Georgian politics, and examines why
the topsy-turvy interventions of the Jacobite era gave way
to the more disciplined parades of Hanoverian England. In
doing so, he shows that crowds were not merely dissonant
voices on the margins but an integral part of eighteenth
century politics.
A Multicultural Encyclopedia
Encyclopedia of American Folklore
Urban Rituals, Spells, and Shamanism
Witch's Halloween
Halloween and Satanism
Halloween Style
The Ancient Celtic Festivals
"Published in 2003, The Halloween Encyclopedia was the first encyclopedic
reference on the cultural phenomenon known as Halloween. The book also deals with
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related holidays. Updated to 2010, this second edition includes more than 50 new
entries. Many existing entries have been expanded and revised. Also featured are
more than a dozen new illustrations, and an expanded bibliography"--Provided by
publisher.
Comprehensive and engaging, this colourful study covers the whole sweep of ritual
history from the earliest written records to the present day. From May Day revels
and Midsummer fires, to Harvest Home and Hallowe'en, to the twelve days of
Christmas, Ronald Hutton takes us on a fascinating journey through the ritual year in
Britain. He challenges many common assumptions about the customs of the past, and
debunks many myths surrounding festivals of the present, to illuminate the history of
the calendar year we live by today.
HalloweenFrom Pagan Ritual to Party NightOxford : Oxford University Press
Slice yourself some pumpkin pie, pull on your favorite fall sweater, and join Michaela
from PennilessPagan.com in celebrating Samhain with thirteen BRAND NEW
Halloween spells and rituals honoring every witch's favorite time of year!-Enjoy 13
previously unpublished spells such as Samhain Seed Spell, Aura-Cleansing Spirit
Spray, Lost Souls Lighted Garland, Paper Pumpkins, Mind's Eye Divination Tea, and
more.-Most spells can be completed in less than 20 minutes!-Includes simple ways to
honor Samhain, guidance on finding your own brand of magick, herbal substitution
guide, seasonal essential oil blends to imbue your home with scented magick, and
much more.-Also includes simple BONUS ritual for when your Halloween gets extra
chaotic.Treat yourself to a copy today and make your October magickal!
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A Witch's Guide to Spells and Rituals
The Real Halloween
Dancing in the Streets
Crowds, Culture, and Politics in Georgian Britain
Halloween and Other Festivals of Death and Life
A Cultural History of Halloween
The Roots of Halloween

Where are the tough answers when a co-worker or friend asks
those tough questions about the Catholic faith? Here at
Catholic Answers, the most effective products for countering
attacks and clearing up misunderstandings have been our
tracts. We've decided to compile seventy of the best tracts
into one cohesive, comprehensive book that can be used by
anyone, anytime, anywhere to defend the Catholic faith.
‘An excellent and comprehensive exploration of this
fascinating subject.’ - Philip Carr-Gomm, author Druid
Mysteries ‘Samhain was the entry point into winter, a time
of hardship, cold and hunger ... It was also a time of
introspection, of communing with the dead and the otherworld
– themes that have somehow survived, albeit distorted, into
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the modern era.’ The modern celebration of Halloween is
derived from the ancient festival of the dead known in
Ireland as Samhain. It is from Ireland that we have
inherited most of our Halloween traditions, mainly through
the diaspora. Delving into the ancient past, this book
uncovers the history of this festival in Britain, Ireland
and Brittany, including the forgotten goddess Tlachtga and
the sacred temple of the Druids in Co. Meath, where the
first Halloween fires were lit.
Llewellyn’s Sabbat Essentials series explores the old and
new ways of celebrating the seasonal rites that are the
cornerstones in the witch’s year. A well-rounded
introduction to Yule, this attractive book features rituals,
recipes, lore, and correspondences. It includes hands-on
information for modern celebrations, spells and divination,
recipes and crafts, invocations and prayers, and more!
Yule—also known as Midwinter—is when nighttime has reached
its maximum length, but there is a promise of brighter days
to come as candles are lit and feasts are enjoyed. This
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guide to the history and modern celebration of Yule shows
you how to perform rituals and magic to celebrate and work
with the energy of the winter solstice.
A comprehensive examination of the rituals and philosophies
of the Celtic holiday of Samhain, the inspiration for
Halloween. • Presents the true meaning of this ancient
holiday and shows how contemporary observances still
faithfully reflect the rituals of pagan ancestors. •
Explains why this holiday, largely confined to the Englishspeaking world since the advent of Christianity, has spread
throughout the rest of Europe over the last two decades. One
of humanity's most enduring myths is that the dead, on
certain nights of the year, can leave the Other World and
move freely about the land of the living. Every year on
October 31, when the children of the world parade through
the streets dressed as monsters, skeletons, and witches,
they reenact a sacred ceremony whose roots extend to the
dawn of time. By receiving gifts of sweets from strangers,
the children establish, on a symbolic plane that exceeds
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their understanding, a fraternal exchange between the
visible world and the invisible world. Author Jean Markale
meticulously examines the rituals and ceremonies of ancient
festivities on this holiday and shows how they still shape
the customs of today's celebration. During the night of
Samhain, the Celtic precursor of today's holiday, the
borders between life and death were no longer regarded as
insurmountable barriers. Two-way traffic was temporarily
permitted between this world and the Other World, and the
wealth and wisdom of the sidhe, or fairy folk, were
available to the intrepid individuals who dared to enter
their realm. Markale enriches our understanding of how the
transition from the light to the dark half of the year was a
moment in which time stopped and allowed the participants in
the week-long festival to attain a level of consciousness
not possible in everyday life, an experience we honor in our
modern celebrations of Halloween.
Stations of the Sun
The Halloween Encyclopedia
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and How We Celebrate Them Today
The Essential Catholic Survival Guide
A Pagan's Perspective on Death, Dying & Bereavement
City Magick
A Historical Grammar of Poetic Myth
"The Skye in June" is a tale about the MacDonalds, a Scottish family and their youngest child,
June, who has an uniqueness to attract unusual people. After a tragedy the family emigrate
from Glasgow, Scotland to San Francisco, California for a chance of a new life. The family
implodes when June is drawn into the world of mysticism and, along with her three sisters,
comes of age during the colorful circa 1960's. It is a story of reconciliation and acceptance.
Anyone who loves a good read of San Francisco's history during the 1950's and the radical
changes in the early days of the '60's, will enjoy this story. Ms. Ahern uses the rich history of
Eureka Valley (The Castro) by weaving her story around well-known businesses such as The
Castro Theater and Cliffs' Variety Store. The story is also rich with nuances of Scottish culture
and language. The sisters are lively, funny and rebellious as they find ways to deter their father
from having control over them. The story takes readers through issues of family, their bond and
how it changes over the years, religion, as wells as the challenges of immigrants, and the
world of mysticism.
The Journey Into Spirit is a guide to death and the mysterious world beyond. Join renowned
Druid priest Kristoffer Hughes as he explores the three realms of existence—the realm of
necessity, the realm of spirit, and the realm of infinity—and illuminates the essence of grief,
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mourning, and spiritual continuation. Challenging many status quo beliefs about the afterlife,
this book provides exercises, meditations, rituals, and thought-provoking questions designed to
bring you on a journey of discovery through the most profound of all human transitions. Filled
with insight and practical guidance, The Journey Into Spirit shows how to honor family and
friends in spirit, discover life-affirming aspects of every state of existence, and move beyond
the fear that surrounds death. 2015 COVR Award Winner for Reincarnation, Death and Dying
Books
Anonymous Halloween photographs from c.1875?1955?truly haunting Americana, with a
foreword by David Lynch The photographs in Haunted Air provide an extraordinary glimpse
into the traditions of this macabre festival from ages past, and form an important document of
photographic history. These are the pictures of the dead: family portraits, mementos of the
treasured, now unrecognizable, and others. The roots of Halloween lie in the ancient
pre?Christian Celtic festival of Samhain, a feast to mark the death of the old year and the birth
of the new. It was believed that on this night the veil separating the worlds of the living and the
dead grew thin and ruptured, allowing spirits to pass through and walk unseen but not unheard
amongst men. The advent of Christianity saw the pagan festival subsumed in All Souls' Day,
when across Europe the dead were mourned and venerated. Children and the poor, often
masked or in outlandish costume, wandered the night begging "soul cakes" in exchange for
prayers, and fires burned to keep malevolent phantoms at bay. From Europe, the haunted
tradition would quickly take root and flourish in the fertile soil of the New World. Feeding
hungrily on fresh lore, consuming half?remembered tales of its own shadowy origins and
rituals, Halloween was reborn in America. The pumpkin supplanted the carved turnip;
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costumes grew ever stranger, and celebrants both rural and urban seized gleefully on the
festival's intoxicating, lawless spirit. For one wild night, the dead stared into the faces of the
living, and the living, ghoulishly masked and clad in tattered backwoods baroque, stared back.
A wide-ranging, illustrated look at the history of Halloween illuminates the holiday from ancient
Celtic ritual to billion-dollar industry. 32 halftones & line illustrations.
Halloween History
Post-War Crime and Violence in Britain, 1748-53
Llewellyn's Little Book of Halloween
The Facts on Halloween
The Pagan Mysteries of Halloween
Yule
Traditional Festivals

This illustrated reference work covers a wide range of festivals
that have sacred origins and are, or have been, part of a folk
tradition, a world religion, or a major civilization. * More
than 150 A–Z entries on the content and context of each
festival, tracing its historical development and geographic
variations, from Ashura (Islam) to Whitsuntide (Christianity) *
70 illustrations of festive rituals including photos of
Belgium's Binche Carnival, Japan's Cherry Blossom Festival, and
the Zulu Reed Dance * Tables of dates for the major feasts in
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Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, as well as for the
Chinese New Year * Calendar graph showing at a glance the
relative places of all the festivals discussed in the seasonal
cycle of a single year
A practical guide to using the sacred herbs of Samhain for
healing, divination, purification, protection, magic, and as
tools for contacting the Spirits • Explores the identification,
harvest, and safe practical and ritual use of more than 70
plants and trees sacred to the Celtic festival of Samhain, the
origin of Halloween • Details the most effective plants for
protection from the mischief of Fairies, herbs for releasing the
Dead, and visionary plants for divination and shamanic work •
Provides instructions and suggestions for a traditional Dumb
Supper, offerings to the Land Spirits, Samhain rites, and
recipes for the sacred foods of Samhain The ancient Celts
separated the year into two halves, the light half and the dark
half, summer and winter. The festival of Samhain, from which the
modern holiday of Halloween originates, marks the transition
from summer to winter, the end of the Celtic year, a time when
the barriers between the physical and spiritual world are at
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their most transparent. The herbs most characteristic of this
time have specific magical and healing properties that echo the
darker aspect of the year and offer potent opportunities for
divination, contact with ancestors and Land Spirits, and
journeys in the Otherworld. Presenting a practical guide to the
sacred herbs and trees of Samhain, Ellen Evert Hopman details
the identification, harvest, and use of more than 70 plants and
trees in healing, divination, purification, magic, and as tools
for contacting the Spirits wandering the landscape at this
liminal time of year. She explores the most effective plants for
protection from the mischief of the “Good Neighbors,” the Sidhe
or Fairies, as well as herbs for releasing the Dead when they
are trapped on this plane. Identifying visionary plants used to
induce ecstatic trance, Hopman explores how herbs have been used
for millennia to aid in psychic travel and shamanic work and
shows how one might safely use plants to take a voyage to the
Otherworld. Drawing on her knowledge as a master herbalist, she
also includes cautions to prevent harm and misidentification,
along with advice on basic etiquette and common sense approaches
to herb magic. Detailing the history, rites, and traditions of
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Samhain, Hopman explains how to make an offering to the Land
Spirits and provides instructions for the traditional Samhain
ritual of the Dumb Supper, complete with recipes for the sacred
foods of Samhain, such as Soul Cakes, Colcannon, Boxty bread,
and dandelion wine. Woven throughout with mystical tales of
folk, Fairy, and sacred herbs, this guide offers each of us
practical and magical ways to connect with Nature, the plant
kingdom, the Spirits that surround us, and the turning of the
year.
John Ankerberg, John Weldon, and Dillon Burroughs team up to
revise and update The Facts on Halloween, a significant book
from the popular Facts On Series (more than 1.9 million copies
of books from this series sold). Known for their extensive
research and Bible knowledge, these authors offer readers the
essential facts they need to evaluate and discuss today's issues
regarding Halloween, a widely popular event in which children
and progressively more adults participate. The concise, easy-tofollow information helps readers answer such questions as: When
and where did Halloween originate? What customs come from pagan
beliefs? What should Christians know if they choose to
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participate in this event? Parents trying to establish wholesome
family traditions and people who are concerned about this
growing holiday will find what they are looking for in The Facts
on Halloween—easy-to-understand, factual, and relevant
information.
Essays discuss Halloween and related holidays and their
adaptation to the modern world, including customs in Ulster,
Pennsylvania, Newfoundland, Texas, the Canadian prairie,
Vermont, Greenwich Village, and other places
Circle of Nine
Plants to Contact the Spirits of the Dead
Ritual Magic for Kids and Adults
The Sacred Herbs of Samhain
The Journey Into Spirit
Samhain
The Wiccan calendar is marked by significant festivals, called
sabbats. The most famous is Halloween, also known as Samhain,
but you will be familiar with others, too, such as the Summer and
Winter Solstices. Wiccans celebrate these sabbats with rituals,
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crafts, and food and drink, and in this book, Silja reveals how you
can bring some of that magic into your life, even if working as a
solitary witch. She also details other special days throughout the
year, such as August 23, the Roman festival of Vulcanalia, which is
celebrated with bonfires. Discover, too, how Wiccans celebrate
personal rites of passage, such as the naming of a baby and a
couple committing to each other in a Wiccan wedding, known as a
handfasting. Finally, Silja explains how to write your own daily,
weekly, or monthly rituals to bring you peace and happiness.
Lavishly illustrated throughout, this is your essential guide to all
your Wiccan celebrations.
The most comprehensive study available of neo-pagan religious
movements in North America and Europe. * Photographs of neopagan leaders, practitioners, and rituals, along with maps of areas
where various religions are practiced * Contributions from an
international team of scholars provides insight into belief systems
and cultural influences
This fun, pocket-size book shares everything you need to know to
celebrate the festival when the veil between the worlds is at its
thinnest. Filled with crafts, recipes, spells, tutorials, and other
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unique ideas, this little book will help you make the most out of this
special time of year. Explore how Halloween was celebrated
throughout history, from harvest festivals and the Celtic new year
through All Souls Day and trick or treating. Discover décor ideas for
the home or garden, and learn how cats, bats, ghosts, skeletons,
and other popular symbols became associated with Halloween. This
book is a must have for anyone who already loves Halloween or for
anyone who wants to know how to mark the day with a witchy twist.
Praise: "This little book is a history of Halloween, a party-planning
inspiration and a book of charms all rolled into one."—BookPage
From the bestselling social commentator and cultural historian
comes Barbara Ehrenreich's fascinating exploration of one of
humanity's oldest traditions: the celebration of communal joy In the
acclaimed Blood Rites, Barbara Ehrenreich delved into the origins of
our species' attraction to war. Here, she explores the opposite
impulse, one that has been so effectively suppressed that we lack
even a term for it: the desire for collective joy, historically
expressed in ecstatic revels of feasting, costuming, and dancing.
Ehrenreich uncovers the origins of communal celebration in human
biology and culture. Although sixteenth-century Europeans viewed
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mass festivities as foreign and "savage," Ehrenreich shows that
they were indigenous to the West, from the ancient Greeks' worship
of Dionysus to the medieval practice of Christianity as a "danced
religion." Ultimately, church officials drove the festivities into the
streets, the prelude to widespread reformation: Protestants
criminalized carnival, Wahhabist Muslims battled ecstatic Sufism,
European colonizers wiped out native dance rites. The elites' fear
that such gatherings would undermine social hierarchies was
justified: the festive tradition inspired French revolutionary crowds
and uprisings from the Caribbean to the American plains. Yet
outbreaks of group revelry persist, as Ehrenreich shows, pointing to
the 1960s rock-and-roll rebellion and the more recent
"carnivalization" of sports. Original, exhilarating, and deeply
optimistic, Dancing in the Streets concludes that we are innately
social beings, impelled to share our joy and therefore able to
envision, even create, a more peaceable future. "Fascinating . . . An
admirably lucid, level-headed history of outbreaks of joy from
Dionysus to the Grateful Dead."—Terry Eagleton, The Nation
Halloween
Modern Paganism in World Cultures
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Comparative Perspectives
The White Goddess
Imperfectly Vegan
Customs, Recipes, Spells
Rituals, Recipes & Lore for Halloween
Offers a witch's perspective on Halloween and shares recipes, spells, Halloween
superstitions, and rituals to honor the dead
Recounts the origins and development of Halloween, and provides instructions for
traditional and contemporary holiday games, tricks, crafts, and foods, along with
rituals, methods of divination, spells, and charms.
Candle magic is something almost everyone has tried, even as a child - who hasn t
made a wish over a birthday cake? Candle spells are among the easiest yet also the
most effective to perform. They are perfect for anyone who wants to have a go at
casting a spell for the first time and for the solitary witch with a busy life. Yet candles
are also an important part of modern pagan witchcraft rituals. They are used to mark
the quarters of the circle, placed on the altar and can represent the changing seasons
of the year. This book is aimed at all who want to use candle magic, from beginners to
those experienced in the craft; with everything from simple castings to elaborate and
beautiful ceremonies. It offers a background to candle magic as well as spells, rituals,
divination techniques, meditations, a guide to making your own candles and more.
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Travel 2,500 years back in time to find out where many of our modern holiday
traditions originated. • Charming full-color ink and watercolor illustrations
throughout. • This valuable resource for teachers and parents uses hands-on
activities, natural science facts, and observations to explore the concepts of measuring
time, making calendars, and marking seasonal celebrations. • Shows how our popular
holiday traditions are rooted in nature, beginning as the seasonal festivals of an
ancient society. Children love holiday celebrations but most don't know why they wear
masks on Halloween or watch for the groundhog on February 2. Now they can
discover that many of our modern traditions started with the festivals of the ancient
Celts. The Celts were farming people, so their festivals marked the important events of
the agricultural year. Imbolc, in very early spring, celebrated the birth of new lambs,
while Samhain, in late fall, celebrated the end of the growing season and the beginning
of winter. If we look at our modern calendar, we'll find Groundhog Day falling where
Imbolc did, Halloween where the Celts celebrated Samhain, and a host of other holiday
correspondences. That's because descendants of the Celts were among the first
Europeans to settle in the New World, bringing their holiday traditions with them. In a
world of electric lights and store-bought foods, The Ancient Celtic Festivals can help
children make the connections to nature that their ancestors did. Whimsically
illustrated activity pages invite them to bake a harvest corn bread, stage a spring
festival, or warm up the cold depths of winter with hot spiced cider. Teachers,
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librarians, parents, and children alike will welcome this book as a fun-filled resource.
Beltany
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