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Annotation Bridges the gap between theoretical literature and the tools and
practices needed to strengthen or rebuild democratic institutions and
reform governance systems. Through case studies and examples of good
practices of governance, Cheema assesses the conditions that make
democracy work.
After more than a century of assorted dictatorships and innumerable fiscal
crises, the majority of Latin America's states are governed today by
constitutional democratic regimes. Some analysts and scholars argue that
Latin America weathered the 2008 fiscal crisis much better than the United
States. How did this happen? Jorge I. Domínguez and Michael Shifter asked
area specialists to examine the electoral and governance factors that shed
light on this transformation and the region's prospects. They gather their
findings in the fourth edition of Constructing Democratic Governance in
Latin America. This new edition is completely updated. Part I is thematic,
covering issues of media, constitutionalism, the commodities boom, and
fiscal management vis-à-vis governance. Part II focuses on eight important
countries in the regionâ€”Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia,
Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela. Already widely used in courses, Constructing
Democratic Governance in Latin America will continue to interest students
of Latin American politics, democratization studies, and comparative
politics as well as policymakers.
Latin America has been one of the critical areas in the study of comparative
politics. The region’s experiments with installing and deepening
democracy and promoting alternative modes of economic development
have generated intriguing and enduring empirical puzzles. In turn, Latin
America’s challenges continue to spawn original and vital work on central
questions in comparative politics: about the origins of democracy; about
the relationship between state and society; about the nature of citizenship;
about the balance between state and market. The richness and diversity of
the study of Latin American politics makes it hard to stay abreast of the
developments in the many sub-literatures of the field. The Routledge
Handbook of Latin American Politics offers an intellectually rigorous
overview of the state of the field and a thoughtful guide to the direction of
future scholarship. Kingstone and Yashar bring together the leading
figures in the study of Latin America to present extensive empirical
coverage, new original research, and a cutting-edge examination of the
central areas of inquiry in the region.
Featuring a new typology of Left parties in Latin America, an original
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framework for identifying and categorizing variation among these
governments, and contributions from prominent and influential scholars of
Latin American politics, this historical-institutional approach to
understanding the region’s left turn—and variation within it—is the most
comprehensive explanation to date on the topic.
The Soldier and the Changing State
Identity and Power in American Foreign Policy
Pathways to Democracy
South America
Social Policy Expansion in Latin America
The Resurgence of the Latin American Left

The volume takes a broad view of recent social, political, and economic
developments in Latin America. It contains six essays, focused on salient and
cross-cutting themes, that try to construct a thread or narrative about the highly
diverse region, highlighting its main idiosyncrasies and analyzing where it might
be headed in coming years. While the essays recognize considerable advances,
they also point out setbacks and missed opportunities that have stood in the way
of sustained progress. Strengthening state capacity emerges as a significant
challenge.
This book generates a wealth of new empirical information about Latin American
party systems and contributes richly to major theoretical debates about party
systems and democracy.
The United States has never felt at home abroad. The reason for this unease,
even after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, is not frequent threats to
American security. It is America's identity. The United States, its citizens believe,
is a different country, a New World of divided institutions and individualistic
markets surviving in an Old World of nationalistic governments and statist
economies. In this Old World, the United States finds no comfort and alternately
tries to withdraw from it and reform it. America cycles between ambitious
internationalist efforts to impose democracy and world order, and more
nationalist appeals to trim multilateral commitments and demand that the
European and Japanese allies do more. In At Home Abroad, Henry R. Nau
explains that America is still unique but no longer so very different. All the
industrial great powers in western Europe (and, arguably, also Japan) are now
strong liberal democracies. A powerful and peaceful new world exists beyond
America's borders and anchors America's identity, easing its discomfort and
ending the cycle of withdrawal and reform. Nau draws on constructivist and
realist perspectives to show how relative national identities interact with relative
national power to define U.S. national interests. He provides fresh insights for
U.S. grand strategy toward various countries. In Europe, the identity and power
perspective advocates U.S. support for both NATO expansion to consolidate
democratic identities in eastern Europe and concurrent, but separate, greatpower cooperation with Russia in the United Nations. In Asia, this perspective
recommends a shift of U.S. strategy from bilateralism to concentric
multilateralism, starting with an emerging democratic security community among
Page 2/12

Read Free Constructing Democratic Governance Latin America And The
Caribbean In The 1990s Inter American Dialogue Book
the United States, Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, India, and Taiwan,
and progressively widening this community to include reforming ASEAN states
and, if it democratizes, China. In the developing world, Nau's approach calls for
balancing U.S. moral (identity) and material (power) commitments, avoiding
military intervention for purely moral reasons, as in Somalia, but undertaking
such intervention when material threats are immediate, as in Afghanistan, or
material and moral stakes coincide, as in Kosovo.
More than thirty years have passed since Latin America began the arduous task
of transitioning from military-led rule to democracy. In this time, more countries
have moved toward the institutional bases of democracy than at any time in the
region’s history. Nearly all countries have held free, competitive elections and
most have had peaceful alternations in power between opposing political forces.
Despite these advances, however, Latin American countries continue to face
serious domestic and international challenges to the consolidation of stable
democratic governance. The challenges range from weak political institutions,
corruption, legacies of militarism, transnational crime, and globalization among
others. In the second edition of Latin American Democracy contributors – both
academics and practitioners, North Americans, Latin Americans, and
Spaniards—explore and assess the state of democratic consolidation in Latin
America by focusing on the specific issues and challenges confronting
democratic governance in the region. This thoroughly updated revision provides
new chapters on: the environment, decentralization, the economy, indigenous
groups, and the role of China in the region.
Governance Reform in Developing Countries
The Great Gap
Democracy and Security in Latin America
Emerging Reality or Endangered Species?
A Comparative Study of the 2012 Elections
Social Democracy In Latin America
An in-depth analysis of the struggle to consolidate new and fragile democracies—available in two
paperback volumes for course use. The global trend that Samuel P. Huntington has dubbed the
"third wave" of democratization has seen more than 60 countries experience democratic transitions
since 1974. While these countries have succeeded in bringing down authoritarian regimes and
replacing them with freely elected governments, few of them can as yet be considered stable
democracies. Most remain engaged in the struggle to consolidate their new and fragile democratic
institutions. Consolidating the Third Wave Democracies provides an in-depth analysis of the
challenges that they face. Consolidating the Third Wave Democracies is available in two paperback
volumes, each introduced by the editors and organized for convenient course use. The first
paperback volume, Themes and Perspectives, addresses issues of institutional design, civil-military
relations, civil society, and economic development. It brings together some of the world's foremost
scholars of democratization, including Robert A. Dahl, Samuel P. Huntington, Juan J. Linz,
Guillermo O'Donnell, Adam Przeworski, Philippe C. Schmitter, and Alfred Stepan. The second
paperback volume, Regional Challenges, focuses on developments in Southern Europe, Latin
America, Russia, and East Asia, particularly Taiwan and China. It contains essays by leading
regional experts, including Yun-han Chu, P. Nikiforos Diamandouros, Thomas B. Gold, Michael
McFaul, Andrew J. Nathan, and Hung-mao Tien.
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"Devoting particular emphasis to Bolivia, Chile, and Mexico, proposes a theory of civil society to
explain the economic and political challenges for continuing democratization in Latin
America"--Provided by publisher.
This book tackles the question of how to characterise and account for recentralisation in Colombia
between central and lower levels of government across a 26-year period. Around the world, the
COVID-19 pandemic has once again put the distribution of responsibilities, resources, and authority
between different levels of government at the heart of political debate. This book brings this issue to
light as a topic central to the study of public administration.Drawing on extensive fi eldwork with
more than a hundred interviews with former presidents, ministers, members of congress, governors,
local mayors and subnational public offi cials, as well as documentary sources, it begins with a
historical account of recentralisation processes in the world. It then proposes a theoretical
framework to explain these processes, before tracing and carefully comparing recentralisation
episodes in Colombia using theory-guided process tracing.
After more than a century of assorted dictatorships and innumerable fiscal crises, the majority of
Latin America's states are governed today by constitutional democratic regimes. Some analysts and
scholars argue that Latin America weathered the 2008 fiscal crisis much better than the United
States. How did this happen? Jorge I. Domínguez and Michael Shifter asked area specialists to
examine the electoral and governance factors that shed light on this transformation and the region's
prospects. They gather their findings in the fourth edition of Constructing Democratic Governance
in Latin America. This new edition is completely updated. Part I is thematic, covering issues of
media, constitutionalism, the commodities boom, and fiscal management vis-à-vis governance. Part
II focuses on eight important countries in the region—Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia,
Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela. Already widely used in courses, Constructing Democratic Governance
in Latin America will continue to interest students of Latin American politics, democratization
studies, and comparative politics as well as policymakers.
Party Systems in Latin America
Toward a Plurality of Voices
The Inclusionary Turn in Latin American Democracies
Routledge Handbook of Latin American Politics
Building Democratic Armies in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas
At Home Abroad

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the need for
governments to generate the necessary capacity to address
important security and institutional challenges; this volume
deepens our understanding of the nature and extent of state
governance in Latin America. State capacity is
multidimensional, with all elements interacting to produce
stable governance and security. As such, a collection of
scholars and practitioners use an explicit interdisciplinary
approach, drawing on the contributions of history, political
science, economics, public policy, military studies, and other
fields to gain a rounded understanding of the link between
security and democracy. Democracy and Security in Latin
America is divided in two sections: Part 1 focuses on the
challenges to governance and key institutions such as police,
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courts, armed forces. and the prison system. Part 2 features
country case studies that illustrate particularly important
security challenges and various means by which the state has
confronted them. Democracy and Security in Latin America
should appeal not only to those seeking to learn more about
the capacity of the democratic state in Latin America to
effectively provide public security in times of stress, but to all
those curious about the reality that a democracy must have
security to function.
Praised by some as islands of efficiency in a sea of
unprofessional, politicized and corrupt states, and criticized by
others for removing wide areas of policy making from the
democratic arena, technocrats have become prominent and
controversial actors in Latin American politics. Nonelected
state officials with advanced educations from top universities,
technocrats achieve considerable autonomy from political and
economic actors and exert great influence over their countries'
fates. This finding poses an intriguing paradox. These experts
lack an independent base of authority, such as popular
election, and the tenure enjoyed by professional bureaucrats.
What, then, explains the power of technocrats in democratic
Latin America? Why do they enjoy and maintain greater policy
influence in some areas than in others? Through analysis of
economic and health policy in Colombia from 1958 to 2011 and
in Peru from 1980 to 2011, Technocracy and Democracy in
Latin America answers these and other questions about
experts in Latin America.
This book provides a novel explanation of widespread social
policy expansion in Latin America beginning in the 1990s.
David J. Samuels and Matthew S. Shugart provide the first
systematic analysis of how democratic constitutional design
shapes party politics.
Party Vibrancy and Democracy in Latin America
Democratic Latin America
Building Democratic Institutions
Recentralisation in Colombia
Radical Democracy in the Andes
Democratic Accountability in Latin America
Explains the persistence of violent, unaccountable policing in democratic
contexts.
This book is the first to comprehensively analyse the political and societal
impacts of new Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in a region of
the Global South. It evaluates under what conditions some Latin American
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governments and people have succeeded in taking up the opportunities related
to the spread of ICTs, while others are confronted with the pessimist scenario of
increased, digitally induced social and democratic cleavages. Specifically, the
book examines if and how far the spread and use of new ICT affected central
aims of democratic governance such as reducing socio-economic and gender
inequality; strengthening citizen participation in political decision making;
increasing the transparency of legislative processes; improving administrative
processes; providing free access to government data and information; and
expanding independent spaces of citizen communication. The country case and
cross-country explore a range of bottom-up driven initiatives to reinforce
democracy in the region. The book offers researchers and students an
interdisciplinary approach to these issues by linking it to established theories of
media and politics, political communication, political participation, and
governance. Giving voice to researchers native to the region and with direct
experience of the region, it uniquely brings together contributions from political
scientists, researchers in communication studies and area studies specialists
who have a solid record in political activism and international development cooperation.
This edited book aims at bringing together a range of contemporary expertise
that can shed light on the relationship between media pluralism in Latin America
and processes of democratization and social justice. In doing so, the authors of
the book provide empirically grounded theoretical insight into the extent to which
questions about media pluralism--broadly understood as the striving for diverse
and inclusive media spheres--are an essential part of scholarly debates on
democratic governance. The rise in recent years of authoritarianism, populism
and nationalism, both in fragile and stable democratic systems, makes media
pluralism an intellectual and empirical cornerstone of any debate about the future
of democratic governance around the world. This book--useful for students and
researchers on topics such as Media, Communications, Latin American Studies
and Politics--aims to make a contribution to such debate by approaching some
pressing questions about the relationship of Latin American governments with
media structures, journalistic practices, the communication capabilities of
vulnerable populations and the expressive opportunities of the general public.
Examine recent transitions to democracy and the prospects for democratic
stability in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Peru, Portugal, Spain
and Uruguay.
A Am rica-Latina Hoje
The Experts Running Government
Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin America
Democratic Governance in Latin America
A New Paradigm for Development?
State Capacity and Governance under Stress
This volume analyzes how enduring democracy amid longstanding inequality engendered
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inclusionary reform in contemporary Latin America.
Participatory democracy innovations aimed at bringing citizens back into local governance
processes are now at the core of the international democratic development agenda.
Municipalities around the world have adopted local participatory mechanisms of various
types in the last two decades, including participatory budgeting, the flagship Brazilian
program, and participatory planning, as it is the case in several Mexican municipalities. Yet,
institutionalized participatory mechanisms have had mixed results in practice at the
municipal level. So why and how does success vary? This book sets out to answer that
question. Defining democratic success as a transformation of state-society relationships, the
author goes beyond the clientelism/democracy dichotomy and reveals that four types of statesociety relationships can be observed in practice: clientelism, disempowering co-option,
fragmented inclusion, and democratic cooperation. Using this typology, and drawing on the
comparative case study of four cities in Mexico and Brazil, the book demonstrates that the
level of democratic success is best explained by an approach that accounts for institutional
design, structural conditions of mobilization, and the configurations, strategies, behaviors,
and perceptions of both state and societal actors. Thus, institutional change alone does not
guarantee democratic success: the way these institutional changes are enacted by both
political and social actors is even more important as it conditions the potential for an
autonomous civil society to emerge and actively engage with the local state in the social
construction of an inclusive citizenship.
Drawing on new approaches in comparative politics, Democratic Latin America focuses on
analyzing political institutions as a way to assess broader trends in the region’s politics,
including the rise of democracy. The text looks at the major institutions–executive,
legislature, judiciary, military, and more—in 18 democratic countries to not only provide an
expansive view of politics in Latin America but to also facilitate cross-national comparison.
Democratic Latin America uniquely surveys the "what” of the region’s politics as well as
the “why” and “how” to help students critically consider Latin America’s future.
In Constructing Democratic Governance, Jorge I. Dominguez and Abraham F. Lowenthal
bring together a distinguished group of scholars to assess how well democracy has been
working in this volatile part of the world. The authors find that serious problems still plague
these new democracies. Many of these problems are related to the political institutions,
including political parties, the civil service, and the justice system. Part I introduces broad
thematic surveys of such key issues as the role of the left, conservatism, inequality, and
indigenous peoples. Part II reviews the South American nations. Part III focuses on Mexico,
Central America, and the Caribbean, including Cuba. In Part IV, the volume editors draw
conclusions about the problems and prospects for stable democracies in Latin America. In
addition to the complete hardcover edition, Constructing Democratic Governance is
available in three paperback volumes, each containing the introduction and conclusion from
the complete edition and organized for convenient course use.
Digital Technologies for Democratic Governance in Latin America
The Politics of Local Participatory Democracy in Latin America
Latin American Democracy
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Institutions, Actors, and Interactions
Regional Governance and Policy-Making in South America
Parts one and two offer an excellent recap of the “state of play” in
2012; part three analyzes why Mexicans voted as they did; and part
four considers the election’s implications for Mexico’s political
system more broadly.
The legendary Greek figure Orpheus was said to have possessed magical
powers capable of moving all living and inanimate things through the
sound of his lyre and voice. Over time, the Orphic theme has come to
indicate the power of music to unsettle, subvert, and ultimately bring
down oppressive realities in order to liberate the soul and expand
human life without limits. The liberating effect of music has been a
particularly important theme in twentieth-century African American
literature. The nine original essays in Black Orpheus examines the
Orphic theme in the fiction of such African American writers as Jean
Toomer, Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, James Baldwin, Nathaniel
Mackey, Sherley Anne Williams, Ann Petry, Ntozake Shange, Alice
Walker, Gayl Jones, and Toni Morrison. The authors discussed in this
volume depict music as a mystical, shamanistic, and spiritual power
that can miraculously transform the realities of the soul and of the
world. Here, the musician uses his or her music as a weapon to shield
and protect his or her spirituality. Written by scholars of English,
music, women's studies, American studies, cultural theory, and black
and Africana studies, the essays in this interdisciplinary collection
ultimately explore the thematic, linguistic structural presence of
music in twentieth-century African American fiction.
Even in Latin America's most socially and economically stable
countries, new parties emerge constantly, old parties collapse, and
party systems across the region are notoriously fragile. Still, there
are also successful stories. There have been a number of parties in
Colombia, Chile, andVenezuela that used to be able to operate well
beyond electoral cycles and preserve a significant presence in their
respective countries for decades. This book sheds new light on how
party vibrancy is maintained and reproduced over time in three of the
region's more stable countries - Chile, Costa Rica, and Uruguay.
Looking at how armies supportive of democracy are built, this title
argues that the military is the important institution that states
maintain, for without military elites who support democratic
governance, democracy cannot be consolidated. It demonstrates that
building democratic armies is the quintessential task of democratizing
regimes.
The State of State Reforms in Latin America
Technocracy and Democracy in Latin America
Constructing Democratic Governance
From Commitments to Action
Sustaining Civil Society
Economic Change, Democracy, and the Social Construction of Citizenship
in Latin America
Latin America suffered a profound state crisis in the 1980s, which prompted not only the wave
of macroeconomic and deregulation reforms known as the Washington Consensus, but also a
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wide variety of institutional or 'second generation' reforms. 'The State of State Reform in Latin
America' reviews and assesses the outcomes of these less studied institutional reforms. This
book examines four major areas of institutional reform: a. political institutions and the state
organization; b. fiscal institutions, such as budget, tax and decentralization institutions; c.
public institutions in charge of sectoral economic policies (financial, industrial, and
infrastructure); and d. social sector institutions (pensions, social protection, and education). In
each of these areas, the authors summarize the reform objectives, describe and measure their
scope, assess the main outcomes, and identify the obstacles for implementation, especially
those of an institutional nature.
In this book, contributors review the prospects for social and economic transformation in Latin
America using the European model. Country and regional studies examine specific policies
and discuss what social democracy offers, given the margins for reformism.
Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin AmericaJHU Press
'Governance' has become a key word in the lexicon of international relations over the last
twenty years. It is used, loosely, and invariably in a liberal idiom, by scholars, activists, civil
society organizations, politicians and the voluntary sector. In many respects it has attained the
status of a fetish, yet 'governance' remains a notion that has multiple definitions, a concept inthe-making. Notwithstanding the imprecision with which the term is employed, it has become
an inescapable paradigm for the politics of development. The contributors to this book, drawn
from among some of the world's best area studies specialists, from North and South, offer a
diverse global critique of 'governance' as deployed in several key areas: institutions and state
actors; the rule of law, democracy and human rights; decentralization and state power;
development and, last but not least, international cooperation and the role of the World Bank,
the IMF and NGOs. The geographical spread of the volume ranges from Africa to Latin
America, from Asia to the Middle East. Their objectives include: a reassessment of
'governance' in its many manifestations; an attempt to free the term from its often unhelpful
linkage to the state, and thereby apply it to other organizations and actors; a re-evaluation of
the Western-dominated use of the term politically and an attempt to broaden its application
beyond issues such as transparency and the fight against corruption; and a search for
innovative applications of the term, driven by a consensus that transcends current economic
and political inequalities.
Presidentialism and Democracy in Latin America
Media and Governance in Latin America
Authoritarian Police in Democracy
Democratic Governance and Social Inequality
Elites and Democratic Consolidation in Latin America and Southern Europe
Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean in the 1990's
"A collection of essays addressing the relationship between inequality and politics in Latin America.
Examines the socioeconomic context and inequality of opportunities; elite culture, public opinion, and
media framing; capital mobility, campaign financing, representation and gender equality policies; and
taxation and social policies"--Provided by publisher.
Producing more effective governance is the greatest challenge that faces most Latin American
democracies today—a challenge that involves not only strengthening democratic institutions but also
increasing governmental effectiveness. Focusing on the post-1990 period, this volume addresses why
some policies and some countries have been more successful than others in meeting this dual challenge.
Two features of the volume stand out. First, whereas some analysts tend to generalize for Latin
America as a whole, this group of authors underscores the striking differences of achievement among
countries in the region and illustrates the importance of understanding these differences. The second
feature is the range of expertise within the volume. In addition to the volume editors, the contributors
are Alan Angell, Daniel Brinks, Fernando Henrique Cardoso, José de Gregorio, Alejandro Foxley,
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Evelyne Huber, José Miguel Insulza, Juliana Martínez Franzoni, Patricio Navia, Francisco Rodriguez,
Mitchell Seligson, John Stephens, Jorge Vargas Cullell, and Ignacio Walker.
This book analyzes Latin American regional integration with a novel conceptual approach grounded in
extensive field research. Using the UNASUR (Unión de Naciones Suramericanas) as a case study, the
author investigates the process of policy-making in regional public policy fields in South America. The
project focuses on intergovernmental structures of regional organizations as an institutional
framework for a variety of independent processes in regions. It also challenges the perspective of
democratic states as unitary actors and seeks to analyze the factors which favor or obstruct regional
processes in different policy-fields. This work will appeal to researchers, graduate students and anyone
interested in Latin American politics and policy-making.
Contributors examine challenges that social inequities present to democratic governments, arguing that
issues of poverty and inequality are becoming more important in the global environment. They consider
the effects of globalization on the distribution of income and wealth within state borders, the impact
of inequality on the stability and quality of democratic governance, and the future of vulnerable
democracies in light of the decline in the ability of governments to reduce inequality. Tulchin is
director of the Latin American Program at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Inequality and the Politics of Redistribution in Latin America
The Political Economy of Democratic Transitions
Opportunities and Risks
Prospects For Change
Mexico's Evolving Democracy
Integrity for Good Governance in Latin America and the Caribbean From Commitments to Action

After a decade in local office, are indigenous peoples'
governments in the Andes fulfilling their promise to provide
a more participatory, accountable, and deliberative form of
democracy? Using current debates in democratic theory as a
framework, Donna Lee Van Cott examines 10 examples of
institutional innovation by indigenous party-controlled
municipalities in Bolivia and Ecuador. In contrast to
studies emphasizing the role of individuals and civil
society, the findings underscore the contributions of
leadership and political parties to promoting participation
and deliberation - even at the local level. Democratic
quality is more likely to improve where local actors
initiate and design institutions. Van Cott concludes that
indigenous parties' innovations have improved democratic
quality in some respects, but that authoritarian tendencies
endemic to Andean cultures and political organizations have
limited their positive impact.
This volume on democratic accountability addresses one of
the burning issues on the agenda of policy makers and
citizens in contemporary Latin America: how democratic
leaders in Latin America can improve accountability while
simultaneously promoting governmental effectiveness. Written
by well-known scholars form both Latin America and the
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United States, the volume enhances understanding of these
key themes, which are central to the future of democracy in
Latin America. - ;This volume on democratic accountability
addresses one of the burning issues on the agenda of policy
makers and citizens in contemporary Latin America. In much
of Latin America, disenchantment and cynicism have set in
regarding the quality of elected governments raising the
prospect of a new round of democratic erosion and
breakdowns. One of the important emerging challenges for
improving the quality of democracy resolves around how to
build more effective mechanisms of accountability. A
widespread perception prevails in much of the region that
government officials are not sufficiently subject to
routinized controls by oversight agencies. Corruption, lack
of oversight, impunity of state actors, and improper use of
public resources are major problems in most countries of the
region. Dealing with these issues is paramount to restoring
and deepening democratic legitimacy. The fundamental
question in this volume is how democratic leaders in Latin
America can improve accountability while simultaneously
promoting governmental effectiveness. These issues have
acquired urgency in contemporary Latin America because of
heightened public concern about corruption and improper
governmental actions on the one hand, yet on the other,
uncertainty about the potential tradeoff between tightened
accountability of officials and effective policy results.
The volume enhances understanding of three key issues.
First, it enriches understanding of the state of nonelectoral forms of democratic accountability in contemporary
Latin America. What are some of the major shortcoming in
democratic accountability? How can they be addressed? What
are some major innovations in the efforts to enhance
democratic accountability? A second contribution of the
volume is conceptual. Accountability is a key concept in the
social sciences, yt its meaning varies widely form one
author to the next. The authors in this volume, especially
in the first four chapters, explicitly debate how bet to
define and delimit the concept. Finally the volume also
furthers understanding of the interactions between various
mechanism and institutions of accountability. Many of the
authors address how electoral accountability (the
accountability of elected officials to the voters) interact
with the forms of accountability in which state agencies
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oversee and sanction public officials. The volume provides
extensive treatment of this important but hitherto underexplored interaction. Increasing productivity, enhancing social inclusion and
strengthening institutions are top priorities for countries
in Latin America and the Caribbean, and constitute therefore
the three pillars of the OECD LAC Regional Programme. Good
public governance and a strong culture of integrity are ...
Democratic Governance
Promessas Não Cumpridas
Consolidating the Third Wave Democracies
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