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Who Was Harry Houdini? (Who
Was?)
From the prizewinning Jewish Lives series, an
exuberant biography of the world’s greatest escape
artist In 1916, the war in Europe having prevented a
tour abroad, Harry Houdini wrote a film treatment
for a rollicking motion picture. Though the movie was
never made, its title, “The Marvelous Adventures of
Houdini: The Justly Celebrated Elusive American,”
provides a succinct summary of the Master Mystifier’s
life. Born Erik Weisz in Budapest in 1874, Houdini
grew up an impoverished Jewish immigrant in the
Midwest and became world-famous thanks to talent,
industry, and ferocious determination. He concealed
as a matter of temperament and professional ethics
the secrets of his sensational success. Nobody knows
how Houdini performed some of his dazzling, deathdefying tricks, and nobody knows, finally, why he felt
compelled to punish and imprison himself over and
over again. Must a self-liberator also be a selftorturer? Tracking the restless Houdini’s wide-ranging
exploits, acclaimed biographer Adam Begley asks the
essential question: What kind of man was this? About
Jewish Lives: Jewish Lives is a prizewinning series of
interpretative biography designed to explore the many
facets of Jewish identity. Individual volumes
illuminate the imprint of Jewish figures upon
literature, religion, philosophy, politics, cultural and
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economic life, and the arts and sciences. Subjects are
paired with authors to elicit lively, deeply informed
books that explore the range and depth of the Jewish
experience from antiquity to the present. In 2014, the
Jewish Book Council named Jewish Lives the winner
of its Jewish Book of the Year Award, the first series
ever to receive this award. More praise for Jewish
Lives: “Excellent.” – New York times “Exemplary.” –
Wall St. Journal “Distinguished.” – New Yorker
“Superb.” – The Guardian
Who Was Harry Houdini?Penguin
A biography of Harry Houdini, who was famous as a
magician and escape artist.
Traces the life and career of the famous magician and
escape artist and discusses his interest in spiritualism
and the mystery surrounding his death
The Man who Killed Houdini
The Houdini Box
A Picture Book of Harry Houdini
The Witch of Lime Street
Award-winning journalist and New York Times
bestselling author Joe Posnanski enters the world of
Harry Houdini and his legions of devoted fans in an
immersive, entertaining, and magical work on the
illusionist’s impact on American culture—and why his
legacy endures to this day. Harry Houdini. Say his
name and a number of things come to mind. Escapes.
Illusions. Magic. Chains. Safes. Live burials. Close to
a century after his death, nearly every person in
America knows his name from a young age, capturing
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their imaginations with his death-defying stunts and
daring acts. He inspired countless people, from all
walks of life, to find something magical within
themselves. This is a book about a man and his
extraordinary life, but it is also about the people who
he has inspired in death. As Joe Posnanski delves
into the deepest corners of Houdini-land, visiting
museums (one owned by David Copperfield),
attractions, and private archives, he encounters a
cast of unforgettable and fascinating characters: a
woman who runs away from home to chase her
dream of becoming a magician; an Italian who
revives Houdini’s most famous illusion every night; a
performer at the Magic Castle in Los Angeles who
calls himself Houdini’s Ghost; a young boy in
Australia who, one day, sees an old poster and feels
his life change; and a man in Los Angeles whose sole
mission is life has been to keep the legend’s name
alive. Both a personal obsession and an odyssey of
discovery, Posnanski draws inspiration from his
lifelong passion for and obsession with magic,
blending biography, memoir, and first-person
reporting to examine Harry Houdini’s life and legacy.
This is the ultimate journey to uncover why this
magic man endures, and what he still has to teach
the world about wonder.
Harry Houdini astounded audiences around the globe
with his death-defying acts and illusions. With his
wife, Bess, often by his side, he freed himself from
ropes, handcuffs, straitjackets, and prison cells.
Once he even made a ten-thousand-pound elephant
vanish into thin air! Yet Harry's life was not always
so glamorous. When he was a boy, he shined shoes
and did odd jobs to help make ends meet. But a
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career in magic was always in the cards for Harry.
Readers will be mesmerized by this captivating
biography of one of the most celebrated escape
artists and magicians in history. For almost thirty
years, David Adler’s Picture Book Biography series
has profiled famous people who changed the world.
Colorful, kid-friendly illustrations combine with
Adler’s “expert mixtures of facts and personality”
(Booklist) to introduce young readers to history
through compelling biographies of presidents,
heroes, inventors, explorers, and adventurers. These
books are ideal for first and second graders
interested in history or who need reliable sources for
school book reports.
Harry Houdini (1874-1926), whose real name was
Erik Weisz, was one of the most famous magicians
and escapologists of all time. He was highly sceptical
of the many claims made concerning psychic and
paranormal phenomena, which were very popular in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He
attended hundreds of séances for the purposes of his
study, and never experienced one he believed
genuine. In this book, published in 1924, he
described the mediums and psychics whom he
revealed as fraudulent, exposing the tricks which
had convinced many notable scientists and
academics. These included spirit writing, table
rapping, spirit manifestations, and levitation. Among
those he revealed as frauds was the famous medium
Mina Crandon, and his exposures led to a public split
with his former friend Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, a firm
believer. The book is a fascinating account of
superstition and gullibility.
Before every great person made their wonderful
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achievements, they were just like you and me. First
Names is a series of fun, lively and highly illustrated
biographies that introduces some truly amazing
individuals who lived incredible lives, to an audience
of young readers. HARRY Houdini was famous for his
great escapes and showmanship but did you know he
was actually called Ehrich? Or how close he was to
his mum? Find out about the boy Harry and how he
became the man Houdini in this fun and entertaining
look at the story of his life. From the editorial team
behind the mega-bestselling Horrible Histories
series.
The Whole Art of Paper Tricks, Including Folding,
Tearing and Puzzles
The Elusive American
Harry Houdini, Master of Magic
The Life and Afterlife of Harry Houdini

Written by the master magician himself, this
fascinating work reveals the secrets behind how
Houdini escaped numerous death-defying stunts
and exposed a variety of fake spiritualists. He
also gives instructions for 44 eye-catching stage
tricks, as well as other fascinating material. 155
illustrations.
Harry Houdini astounded audiences around the
globe with his death-defying acts and illusions.
With his wife, Bess, often by his side, he freed
himself from ropes, handcuffs, straitjackets, and
prison cells. Once he even made a ten-thousandpound elephant vanish into thin air! Yet Harry's
life was not always so glamorous. When he was a
boy, he shined shoes and did odd jobs to help
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make ends meet. But a career in magic was
always in the cards for Harry. Readers will be
mesmerized by this captivating biography of one
of the most celebrated escape artists and
magicians in history.
Harry Houdini escaped from prison cells,
swallowed needles, and made elephants
disappear. How did he do such amazing tricks?
Some people believed he was actually a wizard
with secret powers. But Houdini knew his only
“secret powers” were hard work and imagination.
This is the story of the poor boy who grew up to
be the most famous magician in the world. He
was fearless and determined to amaze his
audiences, and there seemed to be no limit to the
risks that The Great Houdini would take.
Describes the career and accomplishments of the
magician and escape artist who changed the field
of stage magic and investigated the claims of
spiritualism.
The Unmasking of Robert-Houdini
A Magician Among the Spirits
His Life and Adventures with 21 Magic Tricks and
Illusions
Harry Houdini: Illusionist & Stunt Performer

In 1924 the wife of a Boston surgeon came to
embody the raging national debate over Spiritualism,
a movement devoted to communication with the
dead. Reporters dubbed her the blonde Witch of
Lime Street, but she was known to her followers
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simply as Margery. Her most vocal advocate was Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle, who believed so thoroughly in
Margery's powers that he urged her to enter a
controversial contest, sponsored by Scientific
American. Her supernatural gifts beguiled four of the
judges. There was only one left to convince ... the
acclaimed escape artist, Harry Houdini. Jaher
captures their electric public rivalry and the
competition that brought them into each other's orbit.
Presents the life of the Hungarian magician, including
illustrations of people, places, and artifacts of the
times in which he lived.
For many performers, stage life and real life are
separate identities. For master illusionist Harry
Houdini, the two were inextricably linked. In this
widely acclaimed biography, Ruth Brandon shows
how Houdini’s obsession with his own mortality drove
him to create death-defying stunts that not only
captivated the public but also subdued his own
raging psychological demons. As Brandon relates
Houdini’s methods of escape, she asks: What was he
trying to escape from? Her exploration of the psychic
landscape of one of the most enduringly famous
performers of the twentieth century makes for utterly
fascinating reading. Brandon reveals much that is
new: how Houdini invented a phantom son; why he
wrote long daily letters to his wife, Bess, who lived
one ﬂoor below him; his combative relations with
mediums and spiritualists, including Arthur Conan
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Doyle; and the ﬁrst full description of his fabled death.
This deﬁnitive biography allows readers to peer into
Houdini’s psyche and understand him more deeply
than ever before.
Every kid has heard of Harry Houdini, the famous
magician who could escape from handcuffs, jail cells,
and locked trunks. But do they know that the everambitious and adventurous Houdini was also a
famous movie star and the first pilot to fly a plane in
Australia? This well-told biography is full of the
details of Houdini's life that kids will really want to
know about and illustrated throughout with beautiful
black-and-white line drawings. Illustrated by John
O'Brien.
Houdini on Magic
Miracle Mongers and Their Methods
Young Magician
The Making of America's First Superhero
Joe Posnanski enters the colorful world of Harry
Houdini and his legions of devoted fans to
explore the illusionist’s impact on global
culture—and why his legacy endures to this day.
Nearly a century after Harry Houdini died on
Halloween in 1926, he feels as modern and alive
as ever. The name Houdini still leaps to mind
whenever we witness a daring escape. The baby
who frees herself from her crib? Houdini. The
dog who vanishes and reappears in the
neighbor’s garden? Houdini. Every generation
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produces new disciples of the magician, from
household names in magic like David
Copperfield and David Blaine to countless other
followers whose lives have been transformed by
the power of Houdini. In rural Pennsylvania, a
thirteen-year-old girl finds the courage to leave a
violent home after learning that Houdini ran away
to join the circus; she eventually becomes the
first female magician to saw a man in half on
television. In Australia, an eight-year-old boy
with a learning impediment feels worthless until
he sees an old poster of Houdini advertising
“Nothing on earth can hold Houdini prisoner,”
and begins his path to becoming that nation’s
most popular magician. In California, an actor
and Vietnam War veteran finds purpose in his life
by uncovering the secrets of his hero. But the
unique phenomenon of Houdini was always
more than his death-defying stunts or his ability
to escape handcuffs and straitjackets. It is also
about the power of imagination and selfinvention. His incredible transformation from
Ehrich Weiss, humble Hungarian immigrant and
rabbi’s son, into the self-named Harry Houdini
has won him a slice of immortality. No one has
withstood the test of time quite like Houdini.
Fueled by Posnanski’s personal obsession with
the magician—and magic itself—The Life and
Afterlife of Harry Houdini is a poignant odyssey
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of discovery, blending biography, memoir, and
first-person reporting to trace Houdini’s
metamorphosis into an iconic figure who has
inspired millions.
A biography of Harry Houdini concentrating on
his earlier years and the training that made him a
master magician and escape artist.
The name Harry Houdini is a household one and
synonymous with magic and the art of
disappearing. Yet, few know the real story of this
entertainer and illusionist. This title will teach
readers more about Erik Weisz and how he came
to be known as the great Houdini. Complete with
a timeline and wonderful historical photographs.
Classic study exposing closely-kept professional
secrets and revealing, in general terms, the
whole art of stage magic. 98 illustrations.
Escape Artist
Houdini
Death-defying Showman
HARRY (Houdini)
Magicians debunking charlatans and revealing secrets of the
trade: it's not something that Penn and Teller or James "The
Amazing" Randi invented. The legendary Harry Houdini was
doing the same thing a century ago, to popular acclaim. In
this 1920 book, the master showman-and surprisingly
entertaining writer-uncovers the mysteries behind such
extraordinary feats as fire-eating, sword-swallowing, snakecharmers, and strong men. More a simple expose of stage
trickery, though, this is a brisk history of such oddities
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throughout history and around the world, from the Middle
Ages to the 20th century, from the culture of the Native
Americans to that of Japan. This is a fascinating work of the
strange and seemingly inexplicable made plain and
understandable. Hungarian-American magician and
professional skeptic EHRICH WEISS (1874-1926)-aka Harry
Houdini, "Handcuff King and Jail Breaker"-also wrote Magical
Rope Ties and Escapes (1920) and A Magician Among the
Spirits (1924).
Presents the life and career of the Hungarian immigrant, who
rose from poverty to become one of the most famous
magicians and contortionists of all time.
Simple text describes how Harry Houdini, born Ehrich Weiss,
worked hard to become a great magician.
On October 22, 1926, Montreal student J. Gordon Whitehead
stepped into Harry Houdini's dressing room and suckerpunched the legendary magician and illusionist. Nine days
later, Houdini was dead, victim of a ruptured appendix;
meanwhile, J. Gordon Whitehead had permanently vanished
from the public eye. What happened to the man who threw
the fatal punches? Was it an accident or foul play? Who were
the two witnesses to the incident, how much did they know,
and how does a stolen book fit into the picture? Don Bell
spent twenty years tracking clues to the mysterious
Whitehead--a quest that took him across Canada and
overseas. With flair and wit, Bell's true-life detective story
describes the chase, gradually building a riveting profile of the
man who killed Houdini and unearthing some troubling
suggestions that Houdini's death may not have been an
accident. Includes never-before-published material * A
photograph of J. Gordon Whitehead * The affidavits of
Whitehead and the only two witnesses to his altercation with
Houdini * New information about Whitehead, including a
criminal past * Extensive interviews with friends and relatives
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of Whitehead, the two witnesses, and others connected to the
event * Photographs of the students who were present when
Houdini was punched * The first confirmation from "the
second witness", Jacques Price, that he saw the fatal blows *
More than 20 photos "[Don Bell] decided to track down the
Montrealer who dealt Houdini's fatal blow. And he came away
with a book full of surprises..." --National Public RadioDon
Bell, aka The Bookman, was a writer and antiquarian book
dealer who lived in Montreal, Paris and Sutton, Quebec. A
recipient of a National Magazine Award, he also received the
Stephen Leacock Award for Humour in 1972 for Saturday
Night at the Bagel Factory (M&S). Don Bell's column, Founde
Bookes, appeared in Books in Canada until he died in 2003.
Harry Houdini's Paper Magic
Who Was Harry Houdini
Harry Houdini (The First Names Series)
Harry Houdini (Little People, Big Dreams)
Using exclusive access to newly uncovered archives,
Kalush and Sloman reveal the clandestine
agreements in which the British and Americans
recruited Houdini to be an active secret agent. In
exchange for his cooperation, the governments of
these two countries facilitated his rise to the top of
the world stage. The authors give thrilling accounts
of his assignments, such as his participation in early
aerial surveillance and his use of his own magic
magazine to communicate espionage-related
information. After the war, Houdini embarked upon
what became his most dangerous mission when he
took on the Spiritualist movement. Convinced that
Spiritualist mediums were frauds, he became
obsessed with exposing them. But the Spiritualists
were a powerful adversary. An organized network of
fanatics, led by Sherlock Holmes creator Arthur
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Conan Doyle, worked relentlessly to orchestrate a
campaign that would silence Houdini forever.
Grounded in solid research, but as exciting and
dramatic as a good thriller, THE SECRET LIFE OF
HOUDINI traces the magician's long and circuitous
route from struggling vaudevillian to worldwide
legend.
Aspiring illusionists can learn from one of the world's
greatest magicians with this facsimile of a 1922 book
by Harry Houdini. Easy-to-follow directions,
accessible to readers of all ages and skill levels.
From the best-selling Little People, BIG DREAMS
series, this book profiles the life of Harry Houdini,
from his humble beginnings as a child living in
poverty, to his transformation into historys most
famous magician and escape artist
Meet Harry Houdini - the most famous magician of
all time. Harry performed many daring and
astounding tricks still talked about today, including
dangerous underwater escapes. Harry started his life
in poverty but as a child got his own trapeze and
performed for the neighborhood kids, calling himself
“Prince of the Air.” He went on to become one of the
most famous people in the world, performing in front
of huge crowds and making six movies. With levelappropriate language and detailed illustrations, this
level 3 first reader tells the story of Harry Houdini's
magic.
Master Magician
Who was Harry Houdini?
The Great Houdini
The Secret Life of Houdini

Harry has always admired the famous escape
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artist Houdini. And when Houdini asks for help in
coming back to life, it seems like an amazing
chance...or could it be Houdini's greatest trick of
all? Eleven-year-old Harry Mancini is NOT Harry
Houdini--the famous escape artist who died in
1926. But Harry DOES live in Houdini's old New
York City home, and he definitely knows
everything there is to know about Houdini's life.
What is he supposed to do, then, when someone
starts texting him claiming that they're Houdini,
communicating from beyond the grave? Respond,
of course. It's hard for Harry to believe that
Houdini is really contacting him, but this Houdini
texts the secrets to all of the escape tricks the
dead Houdini used to do. What's more, Houdini's
offering Harry a chance to go back in time and
experience it for himself. Should Harry ignore
what must be a hoax? Or should he give it a try
and take Houdini up on this death-defying offer?
Dan Gutman is the award-winning author of series
including My Weird School, The Genius Files, and
the baseball card series, including Honus & Me.
He uses his writing powers for good once again in
this exciting new middle grade novel. Named a
New York State Great Read by the Empire State
Center for the Book!
A biography of the famous magician who was also
a movie star and a pioneer pilot.
Discover the man behind the magic and see how
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Houdini pulled off his most daring escapes Before
Harry Houdini (1874–1926) became the greatest
magician in the world, he was just little Ehrich
Weisz, a Hungarian-born immigrant who moved to
America with his family and performed stage tricks
for a little extra cash. He started off with card
tricks and then eventually began performing the
escape acts that would make him famous. Known
for his daring and death-defying illusions, he
would do some of the greatest tricks ever:
escaping from a milk can, being buried alive, and
being locked inside a crate and thrown into a river.
He conquered each of these seemingly impossible
feats and showed the world the power of a little
magic. Fun, fast-paced, and highly illustrated,
Harry Houdini tells the story of the curious boy
who became the world’s greatest magician and
reveals how Houdini did some of his most stunning
escapes. It includes a timeline, glossary, and
index.
A chance encounter with Harry Houdini leaves a
small boy in possession of a mysterious box--one
that might hold the secrets to the greatest magic
tricks ever performed.
A Complete ExposT
The Amazing Harry Houdini
Séance, Seduction, and Houdini in the Spirit World
This biography recounts the life of Harry Houdini from his
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boyhood through his years as an escape artist and master
showman.
&&LDIV&&R&&LDIV&&R&&LP style="MARGIN: 0in
0in 0pt"&&RIllusionist, escape artist, movie star, aviator,
and spy—Harry Houdini was all these and an international
celebrity and the world’s most famous magician. This
fascinating biography looks at all the facets of Houdini’s
amazing life and includes 21 magic tricks and illusions for a
hands-on learning experience. Children will be inspired by
this Jewish immigrant who grew up in poverty and, through
perseverance and hard work, went on to become one of the
most popular and successful entertainers of all time. Houdini
was an artist who created his acts carefully, practicing them
for years in some cases. He performed such seemingly
impossible stunts as escaping several sets of handcuffs and
ropes after jumping off a bridge into a flowing river.
&&L/P&&R&&LP style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&R
&&L/P&&R&&LP style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&RKids
will learn how he devised his most legendary stunts and will
also learn the science and logic behind many of Houdini’s
acts including his famous milk can escape. Kids can amaze
their family and friends with these simple, entertaining, and
fun tricks and illusions: &&L/P&&R Stepping through an
index card Performing an odd number trick Making a coin
appear Mind reading with a secret code Making a magic box
Lifting a person with one hand Making a talking board And
much more &&LP style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&R
&&L/P&&R&&L/DIV&&R&&L/DIV&&R
Do you love magic? Do you want to perform your own
magical act? Harry Houdini is one of the most well-known
illusionists and stunt performers of all time. He would
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perform dangerous acts in front of audiences who would pay
to see his bravery and amazing magical skills. Houdini was
particularly good at escape acts. He would trap himself in
very risky and difficult conditions like being locked up,
restrained, contained, hung upside down, put into tanks of
water and even thrown overboard from a ship - situations that
would seem impossible to escape from. And Harry would
always manage to free himself and leave his audiences
shocked and in awe. But who was Harry Houdini, the man
who was so confident in his abilities he was willing to bet his
life on it? In “Who was Harry Houdini?” you will find out
about the man behind the curtain. You will discover about his
early life, his family and his wife. You will also of course
learn about his show stopping escape acts that had enchanted
the world. Have a copy of this book and discover the life of
the great Harry Houdini!
THIS book is the natural result of the moulding, dominating
influence which the spirit and writings of Robert-Houdin
have exerted over my professional career. My interest in
conjuring and magic and my enthusiasm for Robert-Houdin
came into existence simultaneously. From the moment that I
began to study the art, he became my guide and hero. I
accepted his writings as my text-book and my gospel. What
Blackstone is to the struggling lawyer, Hardee’s “Tactics” to
the would-be officer, or Bismarck’s life and writings to the
coming statesman, Robert-Houdin’s books were to me. To my
unsophisticated mind, his “Memoirs” gave to the profession a
dignity worth attaining at the cost of earnest, life-long effort.
When it became necessary for me to take a stage-name, and a
fellow-player, possessing a veneer of culture, told me that if I
would add the letter “i” to Houdin’s name, it would mean, in
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the French language, “like Houdin,” I adopted the suggestion
with enthusiasm. I asked nothing more of life than to become
in my profession “like Robert-Houdin.” By this time I had reread his works until I could recite passage after passage from
memory. Then, when Fate turned kind and the golden
pathway of success led me into broader avenues of work, I
determined that my first tour abroad should be dedicated to
adding new laurels to the fame of Robert-Houdin. By
research and study I would unearth history yet unwritten, and
record unsung triumphs of this great inventor and artiste. The
pen of his most devoted student and follower would awaken
new interest in his history.
Harry Houdini for Kids
Who Was Harry Houdini?
The Secrets of Houdini
Houdini and Me
Describes the life and accomplishments of the legendary
escape artist.
Harry Houdini
The Life and Many Deaths of Harry Houdini
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