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Argan is a perfectly healthy, wealthy gentleman,
convinced that he is seriously ill. So obsessed is
he with medicinal tinkerings and tonics that he
is blind to the goings on in his own household.
However, his most efficacious cure will not
appear in a bottle or a bedpan, but in his sharptongued servant who has a cunning plan to
reveal the truth and open her master's eyes.
First produced in 1673 and Moliere's last play,
The Hypochondriac is a scathingly funny
lampoon on both hypochondria and the 'quack'
medical profession. Adapted by Roger McGough
The Hypochondriac was produced by the
Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse and English
Touring Theatre and premiered on 19 June
2009.
A major revision of this classic revenge tragedy.
The comprehensive introduction covers recent
developments in criticism and key theatre
productions, as well as relating the play to other
early modern tragedies. The edition gives
students and teachers a reliable, annotated text
and a stimulating overview of the play's context,
critical perspectives and an exploration of its
stage history. An invaluable resource for study
and performance.
A new volume of the greatest revenge tragedies
of the seventeenth-century stage These four
plays, written during the reigns of James I and
Charles I, took revenge tragedy in dark and
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ambiguous new directions. In The Duchess of
Malfi and The White Devil, John Webster
explores power, sex, and corruption in the
Italian court, creating two unforgettable antiheroines. In The Broken Heart, John Ford
questions the value of emotional repression as
his characters attempt to subdue their desires
and hatreds in ancient Greece. Finally, Ford's
masterpiece 'Tis Pity She's a Whore explores the
taboo themes of incest and forbidden love in a
daring reworking of Romeo and Juliet. For more
than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,500
titles, Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout history
and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust
the series to provide authoritative texts
enhanced by introductions and notes by
distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
The Convent of Pleasure: A Comedy
Revised edition
John Webster
Renaissance Literature and Culture
Fifth Edition

Reproduction of the original: The White Devil by John
Webster
>
This volume investigates the early modern understanding of
twinship through new readings of plays, informed by
discussions of twins appearing
in such literature as anatomy
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tracts, midwifery manuals, monstrous birth broadsides, and
chapbooks. The book contextualizes such dramatic
representations of twinship, investigating contemporary
discussions about twins in medical and popular literature
and how such dialogues resonate with the twin characters
appearing on the early modern stage. Garofalo
demonstrates that, in this period, twin births were viewed as
biologically aberrant and, because of this classification,
authors frequently attempt to explain the phenomenon in
ways which call into question the moral and constitutional
standing of both the parents and the twins themselves. In line
with current critical studies on pregnancy and the female
body, discussions of twin births reveal a distrust of the
mother and the processes surrounding twin conception;
however, a corresponding suspicion of twins also emerges,
which monstrous birth pamphlets exemplify. This book
analyzes the representation of twins in early modern drama
in light of this information, moving from tragedies through
to comedies. This progression demonstrates how the
dramatic potential inherent in the early modern
understanding of twinship is capitalized on by playwrights,
as negative ideas about twins can be seen transitioning into
tragic and tragicomic depictions of twinship. However, by
building toward a positive, comic representation of twins,
the work additionally suggests an alternate interpretation of
twinship in this period, which appreciates and celebrates
twins because of their difference. The volume will be of
interest to those studying Shakespeare and Renaissance
Literature in relation to the History of Emotions, the Body,
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and the Medical Humanities.
17TH CENTURY STUDIES SOFT CORE-103 BLOCK-2
'Tis Pity She's a Whore
Three Late Medieval Morality Plays: Everyman, Mankind
and Mundus et Infans
DUCHESS OF MALFI
A Tragedy in Five Acts, Adapted from John Webster,
Printed from the Acting Copy, with Remarks Biographical
and Critical
Prejudice, the intricacies of Mediterranean
politics, and Machiavellian strategy abound
in this masterpiece of Elizabethan theater,
in which the main character schemes to cling
to his wealth, his status, and his daughter.
MAdam, you being young, handsome, rich, and
virtuous, I hope you will not cast away those
gifts of Nature, Fortune, and Heaven, upon a
Person which cannot merit you? L. Happy. Let
me tell you, that Riches ought to be bestowed
on such as are poor, and want means to
maintain themselves; and Youth, on those that
are old; Beauty, on those that are illfavoured; and Virtue, on those that are
vicious: So that if I should place my gifts
rightly, I must Marry one that's poor, old,
ill-favoured, and debauch'd.
A Study Guide for John Webster's "The Duchess
of Malfi," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Drama For Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and
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much more. For any literature project, trust
Drama For Students for all of your research
needs.
The White Devil
Volpone
A Tragedy, in Five Acts, Adapted from John
Webster. Printed from the Acting Copy, with
Remarks, Biographical and Critical, by D.-G.
... As Performed at the Theatres Royal,
London
The Duchess of Malfi and Other Plays
John Webster's The Duchess of Malfi
This volume offers John Webster's two great Jacobean
tragedies, The White Devil and The Duchess of Malfi, together
with his brilliant tragicomedy, The Devil's Law-Case, and the
comedy written with William Rowley, A Cure for a Cuckold.
All four plays display the provocative intelligence of a
profoundly original playwright. A critical introduction defends
Webster against charges of over-indulgence in violence, and
explores his sophisticated staging and scenic forms.
The sharpest, funniest comedy about money and morals in the
17th century is still the sharpest and funniest about those things
in the 21st. The full, modernised play text is accompanied by
incisive commentary notes which communicate the devastating
comic energy of Volpone's satire. The introduction provides a
firm grounding in the play's social and literary contexts,
demonstrates how careful close-reading can expand your
enjoyment of the comedy, shows the relevance of Jonson's
critique to our modern economic systems, and provides a clear
picture of how the main relationships in the play function on the
page and stage. Supplemented by a plot summary and
annotated bibliography, it is ideal for students of Jonson, city
comedy and early modern drama.
In this block, we will understand about John Webster, his early,
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major and late works. Also about the plot and main themes of
The Duchess of Malfi. About John Dryden's early life, career,
reputation, and influence, his style of poetry, personal and other
work. We will learn about Ben Jonson's early life, religion,
work, religion also his relation with Shakespeare.
Twentieth Century Interpretations of The Duchess of Malfi
The Jew of Malta
A Critical Guide
Violence Against Women in Early Modern Performance
Issues of Death
Examining some of the most iconic texts in
English theatre history, including Titus
Andronicus and The Changeling, this book, now
in paperback with a new Preface, reveals the
pernicious erasure of rape and violence
against women in the early modern era and the
politics and ethics of rehearsing these
negotiations on the 20th and 21st century
stages.
Like Shakespeare's Juliet, Annabella,
accompanied by her down-to-earth nurse, is
introduced to a series of suitors to her
hand. Like Juliet, she finds all of them
unsatisfactory - and rightly so, for the
audience know that the nastiest of them is
having an affair with her domineering aunt.
Like Juliet, Annabella is wooed by a
sensitive and passionate young man whose love
she returns - but this young man happens to
be her own brother, Giovanni. When they
consummate their love and she, to avoid the
scandal of extramarital pregnancy, agrees to
marry her aunt's lover, the tragic outcome is
inevitable. John Ford, writing his
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psychologically powerful and intellectually
challenging tragedies in the early years of
King Charles I's reign, is a playwright of
the first rank, as 20th-century directors
have shown both in the theatre and on film.
John Webster's play "The Duchess of Malfi" is
a violent play that presents a dark,
disturbing portrait of the human condition...
The title character is a widow with two
brothers: Ferdinand and the Cardinal. In the
play's opening act, the brothers try to
persuade their sister not to seek a new
husband. Her resistance to their wishes sets
in motion a chain of secrecy, plotting, and
violence. The relationship between Ferdinand
and the Duchess is probably one of the most
unsettling brother-sister relationships in
literature. The play is full of both onstage
killings and great lines. The title character
is one of stage history's intriguing female
characters; she is a woman whose desires lead
her to defy familial pressure. Another
fascinating and complex character is Bosola,
who early in the play is enlisted to act as a
spy. Overall, a compelling and well-written
tragedy. --Michael J. Mazza at Amazon.com.
A Play in Five Acts
A Study Guide for John Webster's "The Duchess
of Malfi"
A Tragedy in Five Acts
English Renaissance Tragedy

This story grew out of a lecture that Virginia
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Woolf had been invited to give at Girton
College, Cambridge in 1928. It ranges over
Jane Austen and Charlotte Bronte, the silent
fate of Shakespeare's gifted and imaginary
sister, and over the effects of poverty and
chastity on female creativity.
The great English Renaissance
tragedy—violent, powerful, unforgettable—in
a freshly edited and annotated student
edition.
The guide to Renaissance Literature and
Culture provides students with the ideal
introduction to literature and its context from
1533-1642, including: - the historical, cultural
and intellectual background including religion,
politics, exploration and visual culture - major
writers and genres including Spenser, Sidney,
Marlowe, Shakespeare and Jonson - concise
explanations of key terms needed to
understand the literature and criticism - key
critical approaches to modernism from
contemporary critics to the present - a
chronology mapping historical events and
literary works and further reading including
websites and electronic resources.
A Room of One's Own
The Tempest: A Bloomsbury Reader
Invisible Acts
Mortality and Identity in English Renaissance
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Tragedy
The Duchess of Amalfi's Steward
The Duchess of Malfi – A Play in Five Acts by
John Webster. A Macabre, Tragic Play. The
Duchess of Malfi (originally published as The
Tragedy of the Dutchesse of Malfy) is a macabre,
tragic play written by the English dramatist John
Webster in 1612–13. It was first performed
privately at the Blackfriars Theatre, then before a
more general audience at The Globe, in 1613–14.
Published in 1623, the play is loosely based on
events that occurred between about 1508 and
1513, recounted in William Painter's The Palace
of Pleasure (1567, which was a translation of the
French adaptation, due to Pierre Boistau and
François Belleforest, of Matteo Bandello's
Novelle, 1554). The Duchess was Giovanna
d'Aragona, whose father, Enrico d'Aragona (it),
Marquis of Gerace, was an illegitimate son of
Ferdinand I of Naples. Her husbands were
Alfonso Piccolomini (it), Duke of Amalfi, and (as
in the play) Antonio Beccadelli di Bologna
(it).The play begins as a love story, with a
Duchess who marries beneath her class, and
ends as a nightmarish tragedy as her two
brothers exact their revenge, destroying
themselves in the process.Jacobean drama
continued the trend of stage violence and horror
set by Elizabethan tragedy, under the influence
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of Seneca. The complexity of some of its
characters, particularly Bosola and the Duchess,
plus Webster's poetic language, ensure the play
is often considered among the greatest tragedies
of English renaissance drama.
The Arden Guide to Renaissance Drama is a
single critical and contextual resource for
students embarking on an in-depth exploration
of early modern drama, providing both critical
insight and accessible contextual information.
This companion equips students with the
information needed to situate the plays in their
socio-political, intellectual and literary contexts.
Divided into two parts, it introduces students to
the major authors and significant dramatic texts
of the period and emphasises the importance of
both a historicist and close-reading approach to
better engage with these works. The Guide
offers: · primary texts from key early modern
scholars such as Machiavelli, Heywood and
Sidney · contextual information vital to a full
understanding of the drama of the period · close
readings of 14 of the most widely studied play
texts by Shakespeare and his contemporaries · a
single resource to accompany any study of early
modern drama This is an ideal companion for
students of Renaissance drama, offering
students and teachers a range of primary
contextual sources to illuminate their
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understanding alongside close critical readings
of the major plays of the period.
"Here lies she whom her husband's kindness
killedÂ?? This is the epitaph, in golden letters,
Master John Frankford proposes for the tomb of
his wife, Anne, who has just starved herself to
death. Frankford congratulates himself on the
clever means by which he has brought his wife
to repentance-and got rid of her. The marriage is
comfortable, if uneventful, until Frankford gives
his friend Wendoll the free use of his table and
purse. When Wendoll takes even more than was
offered, and confesses his desperate love to
Anne, a complex and tragic drama ensues.
Praised as Heywood's best play and as the best
"domestic tragedy,Â?? A Woman Killed with
Kindness (1603) requires us to consider who and
what the household includes and on what
conditions. What are the limits of hospitality?
What are the relationships between friendship
and marriage, intimacy and possession? This
student edition contains a fully annotated
version of the playtext in modern spelling. The
Introduction includes a detailed discussion of
the play's interpretation and stage history.
The Duchess of Malfi
The Arden Guide to Renaissance Drama
The Hypochondriac
Twins in Early Modern English Drama and
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Shakespeare
A New Mermaids Anthology
Death, like most experiences that we think of as 'natural', is a
product of the human imagination: all animals die, but only human
beings suffer Death; and what they suffer is shaped by their own
time and culture. Tragedy was one of the principal instruments
through which the culture of early modern England imagined the
encounter with mortality. The essays in this book approach the
theatrical reinvention of Death from three perspectives. Those in
Part 1 explore Death as a trope of apocalypse - a moment of unveiling or dis-covery that is figured both in the fearful nakedness of
the Danse Macabre and in the shameful 'openings' enacted in the
new theatres of anatomy. Separate chapters explore the apocalyptic
design of two of the period's most powerful tragedies Shakespeare's Othello, and Middleton and Rowley's The
Changeling. In Part 2, Neill explores the psychological and affective
consequences of tragedy's fiercely end-driven narrative in a number
of plays where a longing for narrative closure is pitched against a
particularly intense dread of ending. The imposition of an end is
often figured as an act of writerly violence, committed by the author
or his dramatic surrogate. Extensive attention is paid to Hamlet as
an extreme example of the structural consequences of such anxiety.
The function of revenge tragedy as a response to the radical
displacement of the dead by the Protestant abolition of purgatory one of the most painful aspects of the early modernre-imagining of
death - is also illustrated with particular clarity. Finally, Part 3
focuses on the way tragedy articulates its challenge to the
undifferentiating power of death through conventions and motifs
borrowed from the funereal arts. It offers detailed analyses of three
plays - Shakespeare's Anthony and Cleopatra, Webster's The
Duchess of Malfi, and Ford's The Broken Heart. Here, funeral is
rewritten as triumph, and death becomes the chosen instrument of
an heroic self-fashioningdesigned to dress the arbitrary abruption of
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mortal ending in a powerful aesthetic of closure.
A vibrant retelling of Shakespeare's The Tempest told through the
voice of Ariel, written by Franzeska G. Ewart. A year has passed
since Ariel's storm brought a shipwreck to the magical island. Now
freed from slavery, Ariel returns to the island and remembers the
events of that fateful day. The day that love blossomed, fools were
exposed, and traitors were brought to justice. Franzeska G. Ewart's
imaginative recreation of The Tempest by William Shakespeare has
beautiful black-and-white illustrations by David Wyatt and is perfect
for children who are developing as readers. The Bloomsbury
Readers series is packed with brilliant books to get children reading
independently in Key Stage 2, with book-banded stories by awardwinning authors like double Carnegie Medal winner Geraldine
McCaughrean and Waterstones Prize winner Patrice Lawrence
covering a wide range of genres and topics. With charming
illustrations, ideas for discussion points and online guided reading
notes written by the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education
(CLPE), this series is ideal for reading both in the classroom and at
home. For more information visit
www.bloomsburyguidedreading.com. 'Patrice Lawrence, Tony
Bradman, Margaret Mahy [...] any list that brings together such a
quality line up of authors is going to be welcomed.' - Books for
Keeps on the series Book Band: Dark Red (Ideal for ages 10+)
This book's underlying claim is that English Renaissance tragedy
addresses live issues in the experience of readers and spectators
today: it is not a genre to be studied only for aesthetic or
“heritage” reasons. The book considers the way in which tragedy
in general, and English Renaissance tragedy in particular, addresses
ideas of freedom, understood both from an individual and a
sociopolitical perspective. Tragedy since the Greeks has addressed
the constraints and necessities to which human life is subject (Fate,
the gods, chance, the conflict between state and individual) as well
as the human desire for autonomy and self-direction. In short,
English Renaissance Tragedy: Ideas of Freedom shows how the
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tragic drama of Shakespeare's age addresses problems of freedom,
slavery, and tyranny in ways that speak to us now.
A Collection of Critical Essays
A Woman Killed With Kindness
Revised Edition
The White Devil and The Duchess of Malfi
A Play

DIVThe evils of greed and ambition overwhelm love,
innocence, and the bonds of kinship in this dark tragedy
concerning the secret marriage of a noblewoman and a
commoner. /div
Melbourne Theatre Company Programs.
A collection of essays on Webster's tragic drama "The
Duchess of Malfi" arranged in chronological order of
publication.
Ideas of Freedom
An Introduction with Primary Sources
The Duchess of Malfi, The White Devil, The Broken
Heart and 'Tis Pity She's a Whore
The Duchess of MalfiLitresThe Duchess of
MalfiFifth EditionBloomsbury Methuen Drama
"Take example, all ye that this do hear or see..."
The Morality Play was popular in England between
1400 and 1600. It offers moral instruction and
spiritual teaching with personal abstractions
representing good and evil. Surviving plays from
that period number about sixty and the three in this
edition were among the first ten. Mankind is a
plain, honest farming man who struggles against
worldly and spiritual temptation. The bawdy
humour and violent action
in the play serve to
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make the moral point and instruct by example.
Everyman portrays a man's struggles in the face of
death to raise himself to a state of grace so that he
may experience everlasting life. It is exceptional
among the Moralities for this narrow focus on the
last phase of life, and conveys its message with
awe-inspiring seriousness. Mundus et Infans is
more typical of the Morality genre. It shows an
arrogant, bullying protagonist led astray by a single
evildoer into a life of debauchery, before the
inevitable conversion to virtue. In showing the
whole of man's life it is the antithesis of Everyman,
the action of which seems to take place in a single
day.
This fully re-edited, modernised play text is
accompanied by insightful commentary notes, while
its lively introduction explains why Webster's
interests in complex female lead characters and
questions of social tension related to sexuality,
gender, race, and law and equity – unusual for the
play's time – have led to its increasing relevance
for modern audiences and readers. Exploring the
challenges of staging this highly melodramatic play,
Lara Bovilsky guides you through the most
interesting points of its rich performance history,
and explores the onslaught of recent productions
with race-conscious and regendered casts.
Analysing its masterful poetry, she shows how the
work can be harnessed to engage debate about the
abuse of political and religious authority, the
troubling fruits of economic desperation, and
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personal freedom, and empowers you to do
likewise. Supplemented by a plot summary,
annotated bibliography, production images, and
essential contextual grounding in the court
scandals that inspired Webster's tragedy and
Webster's unusual composition practices, this
edition is the most enlightening and engaging you
will find.
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